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When When Abraham expressed his frus-
tration to God, saying, “Lord God, what 
will You give me, seeing I go childless?”, 
God immediately brought him out of the 

tent and told him to look at and count the stars in 
the heavens. (Genesis 15). Abraham’s reaction was 
immediate. He had faith in God. He proved this with 
his obedience for almost 25 years. He believed in His 
immeasurable power. However, he had difficulty 
seeing the invisible and believing the impossible. 
Once his vision was opened, “the penny dropped” 
and he understood the Greatness of the Almighty 
God. That is, Abraham believed in God, but he did not 
imagine His Power of creation, His Greatness…
 You cannot separate faith from the imagi-
nation. Those who believe must imagine what they 
want to achieve. The countless testimonies we have 
seen at the Universal Church are proof of this. Many 
poor people have achieved a life of quality by faith. 
But, not everyone. Why is this? Because they were 
raised subject to a culture of poverty. After living in 
poverty for twenty, thirty, fifty years, they end up lim-
iting themselves, and God, because they think it is a 
sin to have an abundant life.
 On the other hand, there are those who once 
had the best this land has to offer but fell into dis-
grace, lost everything, including their dignity. But 

when they learn about 
the promises of God, they 
immediately put their 
faith in practice through 
sacrifice, and regain and 
multiply what they lost. 
This happens because 
they once had access to 
wealth. This is, even in 
poverty, they preserve 

the vision of a prosperous life. This vision is what 
makes the difference.
 Abraham must have seen those same stars 
countless times, but he never thought his descen-
dants would be innumerable like them. In other 
words, it is not enough to believe in the Almighty 
God. You must imagine Him realizing impossible and 
powerful things. To materialize faith, we must imag-
ine what we want.
 The Lord of hosts has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, 
as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, and as I 
have purposed, so it shall stand.’ (Isaiah 14.24). As 
I have thought, this is, as I IMAGINED, so it will HAP-
PEN; As I have purposed, this is, BELIEVED (faith), IT 
WILL HAPPEN.
 To imagine is to daydream, project, make 
a blueprint of what you want to accomplish in your 
mind. This is faith linked with imagination. Those 
who believe, imagine, dream, project and draw what 
they want in their mind. And never lose this vision!

To many people, I was happy, 
but I had an immense inter-
nal emptiness. I was very de-
pressed; I lived a life of lies, 

with addictions, thefts, and prostitu-
tion. I even heard voices that told me 
to kill myself.
 I got involved with drugs 
at the age of 16. It was an attempt 
to escape the family problems and 
the feelings of rejection. I constantly 
fought with my parents, treated them 
badly, and blamed them for my frus-
trations. Everything got worse when 

my parents got divorced. I didn’t un-
derstand why, so I started to spend 
nights out, smoking marijuana, cig-
arettes, and drinking. I got involved 
with bad company. 
 Then I discovered cocaine; 
It became the first thing I did in the 
morning. I started to find ways to sup-
port my addiction. I even tried to kill 
my father by putting high amounts 
of cocaine in his water so I could rob 
him. Rock bottom for me, was when I 
realized I was alone in a dark world of 
drugs. When I looked in the mirror, I 
didn’t recognize myself. My nose was 
full of cocaine and my family hated 
me. I had nothing and nobody else. 
 I didn’t know at the time, 
but my mother was praying for me, 
asking God for me to change. One 
day, after suffering a serious accident, 
I almost died. I had a cardiac arrest 
due to the drugs and alcohol that 
were in my system. But while on the 

surgery table, I asked God for forgive-
ness and said that if He brought me 
back, I would give Him my life.
 After being discharged, 
I started attending The Universal 
Church and decided to give my life 
to God. Today I am free from depres-
sion, addictions and traumas of the 
past. God gave me a new life, a new 
chance. He brought my family togeth-
er again and did for me what I never 
imagined was possible. There are no 
words to 
d e s c r i b e 
His beau-
ty. 

   - Diego
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 Depression is felt in the deepest part of the 
soul, leaving a person in a constant state of sadness 
and hopelessness.  
 Do you feel depressed when you think about 
the current situation of your family or your upbring-
ing? Have the traumas of your past put your life at a 
standstill? Has the deep sadness inside you become 
so crippling that you have lost the desire to live? 
Don’t give up dear friend! It is not the end of you. 
There is hope. Your family can change, and you can 
write a new story. 
 God wants to give to you relief but what He 
offers is not a temporary relief, but a permanent one, 
through the Holy Spirit! When a person receives the 
Holy Spirit, they receive God Himself inside of them. 
There is no room for sadness as God is the source of 
all Happiness and Joy. On Sundays at every Universal 
Church, you will learn more about the Holy Spirit and 
how to receive Him and defeat depression once and 
for all. Will you take God’s offer? 

Bishop Edir Macedo

Depressed, addicted and living a lie

Before

Impossible cases
 Is there something that you have been fight-
ing to achieve for as long as you can remember? Have 
you done almost everything you can think of, but your 
situation remains the same? Does it feel impossible? 
Well dear friend, I have news for you, just because it 
is difficult, it does not mean that it is impossible

  As beings, full of limitations, it’s very easy 
to believe that life and even God is the same- lim-
ited. But if we look at the world around us, we can 
see a world that is without limits. A sky that has no 
end, seas in which depths are without measure, wa-
terfalls that never cease to flow with water, mornings 
and nights that never fail to come each and every day. 
We cannot help but notice the infinite and awesome 
power of God through His creation. It only proves that 
no problem is too great for God to solve or dream too 
big for Him to make a reality. We just have to look at 
the “bigger picture”.  
 
 The Lord Jesus said, “..., all things are possi-
ble to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) and He even 
goes further to say, “With men it is impossible, but 
not with God; for with God all things are possible.” 
(Mark 10:27).  Although something may be impos-
sible for us as human beings, if we believe and put 
our faith and trust in God’s ability and word, God will 
make the impossible possible. Only God can com-
pletely change our lives. 
 
Why not give God a chance and stop doing things on 
your own, by the strength of your arms? No matter 
what area you are fighting for, whether it be your 
family, finances, health, love life, or your inner self, 
allow Him to take the lead and guide you to write a 
new story where the impossible becomes possible.  

BEATING DEPRESSION
“ It is not enough 
to believe in the 
Almighty God... To 
materialize faith, 
we have to imagine 
what we want. ”

bishop macedo’s blog 2
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It’s easy to judge the drug addicts you see 
on the streets; to shake your head and blame 
them for all the ills of this world.But what 
happens when the named addict is your own 
family member – your flesh and blood who 
after a series of wrong decisions has gotten 
caught up in a life of addiction and crime?

Judgement turns to pain.

Addiction and the lifestyle that comes with 
it can easily take its toll on all family mem-
bers. Not knowing if that person will come 
home, having to keep an eye on your valu-
ables in case they get stolen, and feeling 
rejected and replaced by a substance, is no 
way to live.

That’s when the pain turns to fear.
• How will this family member’s life end 
up? 
• Will they ever get out of prison? 
• Will the next knock on the door be more 
bad news?

Fear is what cripples you. It stops you 
from making rational decisions. It freez-
es you in time because you don’t know 
what action to take next. And it blocks 
you from remembering all that God has 
promised.

“Fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen 
you, Yes, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with My righteous 

right hand.’” Isaiah 41:10

Society may have written off your loved 
one and, perhaps even their wrong deci-
sions may be taking them to dark places. 
But God never forgets or gives up on them; 
He wants you to entrust your family into His 
hands. He has promised to help those family 
members who have dug themselves in such 
a pit that not even they can see a way out.

But fear will block this from happening; it 
doesn’t allow you to see God’s power. If 
you are struck by fear every time you think 
of that troublesome loved one, then it is a 
clear sign that you have not yet trusted them 
in God’s hands. Pray for your family, but let 
God be God. Let Him do as He promised. 
He specializes in the impossible.
May the God of the Bible bless you.

FEARING FOR THE FUTURE OF A LOVED ONE?Many young girls dream of getting married one day and build-
ing a family of their own, expecting life to be a fairy tale 

with no struggles or problems. Then, they grow up to find that, 
in reality, it is quite the opposite. Building a family isn’t a bed of 
roses, and for one to succeed at having a happy family, they must 
fight for it daily. This was what Manuela learned when she came 
to the Universal Church.

‘One would think that the birth of a child is a mother’s happiest 
day; a day of celebration and joy, but this was not my case. Both 
of my births were extremely hard — my initial hurdle.

My first son was born with asthmatic bronchitis, and during 
the birth of my other son, the midwife proclaimed him dead. 
He seemed lifeless; he was purple and completely still. I was so 
afraid. No one would tell me what was going on. The midwife 
took him to my husband, and, in despair, he insisted  that she try 
to revive our baby one more time. As she smacked his bottom, 
he cried, showing signs of life. The sound of his cry brought me 
relief. But this hurdle was the least of my problems. As they both 
grew older, things became worse. My first born didn’t get along 
with his father. There were constant disputes between the two and 
he believed that his father preferred his younger brother to him, 
which also drew him away from his brother.

This led my younger son to search for an older brother figure in 
friends from outside, who only influenced him to make the wrong 
decisions. He became very aggressive, got involved with gangs, 
and later on, started selling drugs at the university.

My house was a mess! Everything was upside down, and I 
didn’t know what to do about it. By this time, we were already 
attending the Universal Church, but my sons weren’t taking the 
advice given there seriously.  My older son wouldn’t speak to his 
father, and the younger one continued living the wrong way. Al-
though he had left the gang life, he continued selling drugs, to the 
point of even having drug dealers after him.

 Since they weren’t taking life seriously, I took it upon myself 
to fight for them. I saw that if it depended on them alone, nothing 
would change, as things were only going from bad to worse. I had 
to rely on my faith in God, as I couldn’t physically change them.

Today, my family is a blessing. Both brothers get along well, 
and they get along with their father. The young one let go of his 
misleading lifestyle; in fact, he now works helping others to do the 
same. Now, I can say I am joyful. The changes in the lives of my 
children are indeed a cause of celebration. I keep praying for them 
to this very day because I know God will continue to honor my 
prayers, and I invite all mothers to do the same.’

Manuela Guimaraes

MY 
HOUSE 
WAS A 
MESS!
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Josenilson faced one of the 
most challenging moments 
two years ago. After feeling 

sick and being taken to the 
hospital, he discovered he suffered 
from respiratory failure due to 
Covid-19.

Even though he was medicated, 
there was no improvement, and 
the doctors decided to transport 
him to receive intensive care in 
another hospital. “I went to the 
hospital with 82% saturation, 
and when I got there, it was 
already 70%. They immediately 
took me to the ICU, but as it 
only got worse, they talked about 
intubation”, he recalls.
 
Both Josenilson and his family 
were frightened by the situation. 
He says he was “saddened by 
everything that was happening” 
and needed to be intubated, as 
this only happens in severe cases. 
According to him, it was possible 
to hear the doctors saying he 
would die.
 
The medical team stated that 
his situation was serious and 
that he had only a 4% chance 
of survival. “So, even in the face 
of the situation, I grabbed this 
chance I had and, in prayer, gave 

my life to God at that moment, 
believing that He would do His 
will,” Josenilson says that, at the 
time, he was already attending the 
Universal Church and living the 
faith he had learned.
 
After this prayer, Josenilson was 
prepared for intubation and soon 
lost consciousness.

Josenilson spent 23 days 
intubated. He suffered cardiac 
arrest, a hemorrhagic stroke, a 
left leg stroke, thrombosis, and 
kidney failure.

Every day, his family received 
terrible news. To survive, he 
underwent hemodialysis in 
addition to medication and 
breathing through devices. 

And while experiencing all this 
treatment, Josenilson contracted 
the so-called “superbug.”
 
He explains: “My situation only 
got worse, and one thing led to 
another, because my health was 
chaotic, to the point of having to 
have three surgeries on my bones 
for debridement.” The situation 
reached the point where doctors 
believed he would die in seven 
hours. Those who thought he 
might survive were sure he would 
never walk again. “That was the 
worst moment ever. There was a 
moment of decision and, in the 
face of everything she heard, my 
wife did not accept the situation 
and started to use faith for my 
total recovery.”
 
Maria, his wife, recalls how she 
reacted to that situation. “The 
words of fear and death were 
many, but I did not accept that 
and started to act on faith in the 
chains of prayer, with the blessed 
water and all church’s campaigns. 
Even in other meetings, I would 
always present him in prayers for 
healing.”
 
From the beginning of the 
Treatment by Faith, Josenilson got 
better. Doctors extubated him, 

and his body was able to recover, 
which, according to professionals 
who attended him, would not 
happen. Josenilson says “doctors 
said that I was a real miracle 
because my improvement 
was practically impossible for 
someone who entered with 4% 

of life”..

The patient left the hospital 
60 days after extubation and 
recognizes that his full recovery 
was by faith: “Even though I was 
hospitalized, recovering...”

–– Universal News –– Cover –– 76 –– Cover –– 

w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e

‘‘‘‘

IS THERE ANYTHING 

impossible
WITH GOD?

 I lived by faith and believing that my cure would 
be complete, and today I have no sequelae. And, 

thank God, after that fight, we had the victory. They 
even said I wouldn’t walk anymore. However, He has 
restored me to health, and I am grateful for what He 

has done. All honor and glory to the Lord Jesus.”

Addiction is considered a 
chronic, progressive and 
fatal disease; therefore, the 

addict is seen practically as a 
hopeless case. But what about 
Adriano, who knew drugs 
as a child and spent 32 years 
in addiction? His situation, 
considered impossible to 
change in the eyes of science, 
was transformed by the power 
of Faith.

Adriano is the result of a casual 
relationship. His father rejected 
him when he was three months 
old and left his mother to marry 
another woman and take on 
her two children. “My mother 
ended up leaving and went to 
another city. She left me with 
my grandmother. When I was 
eight years old, I went to live 
with her and her husband, but 
he wouldn’t accept me. He 
arrived drunk, attacked her, and 
rejected me. I even lived in the 
house of several relatives until 
she took me to an orphanage.”
 
While Adriano got rejected by 
his family, the streets welcomed 
him. At age 11, when he 
worked as a street vendor, he 
was introduced to drugs. “I 
was addicted for 32 years to 
all types of drugs: cocaine, 
LSD, marijuana, as well as 
prostitution and gambling. I 
became bitter, with a lot of hate, 
and completely disturbed. At 
that time, I got involved with 
the wrong people, got to know 
crime, and started doing petty 
theft.”
 
To change his life, Adriano 
lived with his father and got 
rejected again, this time by his 
stepmother. He then decided 
to live alone and invested in 

his career as a musician. But I 
was still addicted and providing 
drugs to the people I worked 
with.”

After nearly dying from two 
overdoses, Adriano began to 
lose what he had gained. First, 
it was band work, then marriage 
and stable life. “I no longer saw 
a way out of my life; I heard 
voices and saw shadows. I 
started to worry because 
when I went out with my 
friends, the next day they 
were angry and told me 
that I had tried to kill them, 
that I had cursed them 
and that I said I would 
drink their blood. The 
worst thing is that I 
never remembered 
anything,” he says.
 
Adriano says that he 
wanted to give up his 
addictions and even 
stayed a year “clean,” 
but his desire was not 
enough to keep his 
decision for a long 
time. “Often, when I 
got home after using 
drugs, I would turn 
on the TV to Church 
programs, but then do 
it all wrong again.”
 
One day, recognizing 
his destruction, he 
prayed to God: “I 
said, ‘If the Lord takes 

me out of this situation, I will 
surrender. Then he went to 
the Universal Church. In the 
meetings, he understood that he 
needed to abandon his mistakes; 
he was baptized in water and 
sought the Holy Spirit.
 
“I began to seek with a thirst for 
God until I was free and received 
Him. I’ve been free for five 
years. Today I am a volunteer at 
the Universal Church, and I will 
marry a woman of God. My life 
has changed, and I have peace. I 
only had hate, and today I have 
light,” he concludes.

32 YEARS IN ADDICTION...

Today I am a volunteer at 
the Universal Church and 
I will marry a woman of 

God. My life has changed 
and I have peace. I only 
had hate, today I have 
light”, he concludes.

In life, many situations seem “impossible.” every 
person has something that seems impossible to 
solve in life, like a disease that medicine can’t 

cure or a family member who has tried everything 
and can’t get rid of addictions or criminality. There’s 
also a marriage marked by fights and betrayals, the 
distant dream of a prosperous life, or a lawsuit that 
goes unresolved.
 
Many people do not understand that when the human 
being’s capacity for action is at its limit, the time has 
come for God to act, who specializes in impossible 
cases. However, for Him to be present in someone’s 
life, they have to manifest their Faith, even if it is as 
small as a mustard seed, as the Words of Jesus affirm: 
“For assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will 
be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20).
 
Jesus showed a contrast between a mustard seed 
representing Faith and a gigantic mountain, which 
means impossible problems. In other words, even 
though problems are much bigger than Faith, if the 
person believes and acts, he will face them and, in 
this way, what he determines will happen.
 
Everyone has Faith, but it needs to be put into 
practice. It is up to man what is possible, but God is 
only glorified when the impossible happens. When 
human power leaves the scene, God begins to act. 
Leaving the scene is trusting and letting Him work 
the impossible after the manifestation of Faith. “But 
without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
(Hebrews 11.6).
 

What has been impossible in your life? 
Find the closest Universal Church and 
start putting your Faith into action to 
receive the impossible. See the back 
page for locations. 
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was by faith: “Even though I was 
hospitalized, recovering...”
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w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e

‘‘‘‘

IS THERE ANYTHING 

impossible
WITH GOD?

 I lived by faith and believing that my cure would 
be complete, and today I have no sequelae. And, 

thank God, after that fight, we had the victory. They 
even said I wouldn’t walk anymore. However, He has 
restored me to health, and I am grateful for what He 

has done. All honor and glory to the Lord Jesus.”

Addiction is considered a 
chronic, progressive and 
fatal disease; therefore, the 

addict is seen practically as a 
hopeless case. But what about 
Adriano, who knew drugs 
as a child and spent 32 years 
in addiction? His situation, 
considered impossible to 
change in the eyes of science, 
was transformed by the power 
of Faith.

Adriano is the result of a casual 
relationship. His father rejected 
him when he was three months 
old and left his mother to marry 
another woman and take on 
her two children. “My mother 
ended up leaving and went to 
another city. She left me with 
my grandmother. When I was 
eight years old, I went to live 
with her and her husband, but 
he wouldn’t accept me. He 
arrived drunk, attacked her, and 
rejected me. I even lived in the 
house of several relatives until 
she took me to an orphanage.”
 
While Adriano got rejected by 
his family, the streets welcomed 
him. At age 11, when he 
worked as a street vendor, he 
was introduced to drugs. “I 
was addicted for 32 years to 
all types of drugs: cocaine, 
LSD, marijuana, as well as 
prostitution and gambling. I 
became bitter, with a lot of hate, 
and completely disturbed. At 
that time, I got involved with 
the wrong people, got to know 
crime, and started doing petty 
theft.”
 
To change his life, Adriano 
lived with his father and got 
rejected again, this time by his 
stepmother. He then decided 
to live alone and invested in 

his career as a musician. But I 
was still addicted and providing 
drugs to the people I worked 
with.”

After nearly dying from two 
overdoses, Adriano began to 
lose what he had gained. First, 
it was band work, then marriage 
and stable life. “I no longer saw 
a way out of my life; I heard 
voices and saw shadows. I 
started to worry because 
when I went out with my 
friends, the next day they 
were angry and told me 
that I had tried to kill them, 
that I had cursed them 
and that I said I would 
drink their blood. The 
worst thing is that I 
never remembered 
anything,” he says.
 
Adriano says that he 
wanted to give up his 
addictions and even 
stayed a year “clean,” 
but his desire was not 
enough to keep his 
decision for a long 
time. “Often, when I 
got home after using 
drugs, I would turn 
on the TV to Church 
programs, but then do 
it all wrong again.”
 
One day, recognizing 
his destruction, he 
prayed to God: “I 
said, ‘If the Lord takes 

me out of this situation, I will 
surrender. Then he went to 
the Universal Church. In the 
meetings, he understood that he 
needed to abandon his mistakes; 
he was baptized in water and 
sought the Holy Spirit.
 
“I began to seek with a thirst for 
God until I was free and received 
Him. I’ve been free for five 
years. Today I am a volunteer at 
the Universal Church, and I will 
marry a woman of God. My life 
has changed, and I have peace. I 
only had hate, and today I have 
light,” he concludes.

32 YEARS IN ADDICTION...

Today I am a volunteer at 
the Universal Church and 
I will marry a woman of 

God. My life has changed 
and I have peace. I only 
had hate, today I have 
light”, he concludes.

In life, many situations seem “impossible.” every 
person has something that seems impossible to 
solve in life, like a disease that medicine can’t 

cure or a family member who has tried everything 
and can’t get rid of addictions or criminality. There’s 
also a marriage marked by fights and betrayals, the 
distant dream of a prosperous life, or a lawsuit that 
goes unresolved.
 
Many people do not understand that when the human 
being’s capacity for action is at its limit, the time has 
come for God to act, who specializes in impossible 
cases. However, for Him to be present in someone’s 
life, they have to manifest their Faith, even if it is as 
small as a mustard seed, as the Words of Jesus affirm: 
“For assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will 
be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20).
 
Jesus showed a contrast between a mustard seed 
representing Faith and a gigantic mountain, which 
means impossible problems. In other words, even 
though problems are much bigger than Faith, if the 
person believes and acts, he will face them and, in 
this way, what he determines will happen.
 
Everyone has Faith, but it needs to be put into 
practice. It is up to man what is possible, but God is 
only glorified when the impossible happens. When 
human power leaves the scene, God begins to act. 
Leaving the scene is trusting and letting Him work 
the impossible after the manifestation of Faith. “But 
without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
(Hebrews 11.6).
 

What has been impossible in your life? 
Find the closest Universal Church and 
start putting your Faith into action to 
receive the impossible. See the back 
page for locations. 
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“ONCE A CRIMINAL ALWAYS A CRIMINAL”
WHO TOLD YOU THAT LIE?

A
s a young boy growing up, I 
was very naive, and my actions 
brought a lot of negative 

consequences. One day I was 
headed out to go see someone and 
I was stopped by undercover police 

suspicious, and pulled me over and 
found some stuff on me, and I was 
arrested on the spot. 

When I was going for my sentencing, I 
remember seeing my wife in the court 
room crying. The hardest thing for 
me after that day, was when my wife 
and son came to visit and my son had 

 I’ll never 

remember starting to cry, because my 

better, he just wanted his dad home. 

When my wife would visit and write 
to me, she always gave me a word of 

the assistant of the Universal Church 
because they gave me hope. Today, I 
am free from prison but also free from 
the old life I lived, I am a changed 
man, I have great goals for my future, 
for my 
business, 
and my 
family is 
restored. 

Many times, a person believes they cannot 
change  because they haven’t changed their 
perspective. They see themselves the same, 
they heard the voices of negativity and don’t 
reject it, and so they say, “it’s impossible to 
change.” Have you ever perceived impossible 
separated as: ‘I’m possible’. Positive, right? 

But what if the person who realized this would’ve 
never shared it? We would all see the word for 
something negative and not positive. The same is 
with your life. If you never see yourself for the good 
you will only see the bad, and if you don’t show 
others you’ve changed, they’ll never see it either. 
You’re not changing for others, you’re changing 
for YOU, but when others see it, they’ll also believe 
it, too. Perspective is everything, as the saying 
“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” Again it has 
to do with how one  person sees the other. Have 
mercy with yourself, and see yourself for the better 
and not worse, because it is POSSIBLE for you to 
change.  

Are you ready to change your perspective? 

“
I needed to Change...But 

didn’t know how too. 

universal beyond bars 8
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“IT SEEMED LIKE I WOULD NEVER CHANGE...”
The “glamour” of this world 
attracted me, I wanted it ALL

I was a person that 
was known on the 
streets, I carried a lot of 
weapons, and carried 

out organized crimes.  

“
For me it was a badge of honor 

to be in and out of jail and 
eventually, i went to federal 

prison. 

What would it take for my 

life to change?I was a kid who grew up in the church. 
I knew about the word, and I heard 
the word being preached constantly 
because my father was a pastor 

and my grandfather, a bishop in the 
church. I was an usher in the church, 
I sang in the choir, I was also a youth 
coordinator, but I was far from God. 
I allowed myself to become attracted to 
the things of the world.  

I wanted the drugs, fast life, cars, 
night clubs, women, partying, new 
clothes etc. When I was young, I was 
stupid and made a lot of bad decisions. 

I started selling 
drugs and hanging 
around bad 
company. I was 
involved with using 
guns, I went to jail 
many times, more than I could count, 
but it was a for me, 
and from jail I “graduated” and went to 
federal prison. 

When I went to prison, there was a guy  
who was a bully and he would take 
peoples stuff, and he even took some of 
my things and that did not sit well with 
me. So, I waited until the next day for 
him to walk past my  cell and I rushed 
the guy into my bed side. when I was 

 POOL OF 
BLOOD. 

But little did I know that he was a person 
of power on the streets, and word got 
out about what I did, and I took his 
place in the streets, then I became a 
huge criminal. I was exposed to all 
types of organized crimes. I was selling 
drugs across all of America, guns, and 

weapons, too. When I was caught and 
went to federal prison, I was just about 
to go international. 

After serving my time, one day while 

program of the church and I continued 
to watch. Daily I had the need to tune 
into the program, and then I would 
call, I received the prayers of faith, I 
was invited to come but I hadn’t come 
right away. I prolonged my visit until 

surrender my all before God. I surrender 

the weapons I carried such 
as: the grenades, guns 
(22mm, 38mm, 9mm) 
AK47, rocket launchers. I 
left everything at the altar,

I let go of my sins, I 
confessed it before God, 
and I left everything from 

the world to live for God, 
I read the word more, 
attended faithfully at the 
church, I gave my all to 
God and became an empty 

me with His Spirit. I’m so 
grateful I’m not that person 
I used to be. 
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St.,, Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
3RD WARD • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 4046 WHITE PLAINS RD.,  BRONX, NY 10466
BUFFALO • 1049 BROADWAY AVE., BUFFALO, NY 14212
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave �Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820-8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-691-2291Stop SufferingStop Suffering |




