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For a document to be considered authentic 
it must be authenticated. This authentica-
tion is required on all important issues sur-
rounding identification, commitment, and 

guarantee. All information that is not considered 
authentic becomes invalid and is regarded as false. 
No one trusts something that does not possess the 
requirements to be considered real, and nothing can 
be done with it or through it.
 The same is true regarding faith: God must 
authenticate it to be considered real and generate re-
sults. But unfortunately, many try to produce fruit 
with their faith and fail because they are using an 
illegal faith that did not receive the authentication 
of God. These people have ignored the fact that the 
Most High does not consider authentic faith that is 
used without sacrifice.
 Sacrifice is the only proof that faith exists and 
is real. As it is written, faith without works is dead 
(James 2.17). After all, how will you prove the exis-
tence of something that cannot be seen? Only with 
visible results! Just like the wind is proven by the shak-

ing of the leaves on a tree, 
faith is proven through a 
sacrificial act.
  Those who surren-
der their will to do what 
God teaches in His Word 
receive the seal of authenti-
cation on their faith. Other-
wise, faith will solely remain 
on the lips of those who 
profess it. Just as informa-

tion cannot be considered authentic simply because it 
is professed through words, faith cannot be validated 
by statements pronounced without evidence.
 If authentication is needed for the fleeting 
things of this world, then it is even more necessary 
for the things of God, which involve eternity. True 
faith has the power to identify someone as a son of the 
Most High, prove the commitment he has with Him 
and guarantee the salvation of his soul. This is why 
God does not trust and disregards an unauthenticated 
faith. This kind of faith cannot be used as a bargain 
in the exchange of earthly achievements, much less to 
achieve celestial accomplishments!
 No one can live a life of quality or enter heav-
en illegally. Therefore, we need to legalize our faith 
daily through sacrificial acts. The Authentic God re-
quires an authentic faith. And if your belief is false, 
your God is also false – because you are your own 
God.

 At 13, I began smoking 
cigarettes, drinking, and going to 
“parties.” I would drink until I 
blacked out and could not remem-
ber how I got home. Growing up, 
I had severe depression and pan-
ic attacks, heard voices, and saw 
shadows. I felt rejected and devel-
oped complexes. I also had insom-
nia; I took sleeping pills but could 
not sleep. At the age of 14, I start-
ed getting tattoos and body pierc-
ing. It felt good to inflict pain on 
my body, so much so that I would 
even hit myself to feel pain. 
 Besides this, I suffered 
from bulimia and anorexia. I 
would work out 4 hours a day 
because I only cared about my 

appearance. I wanted to be “pow-
erful” and be the center of atten-
tion, so I dressed provocatively in 
low necklines and short clothes. 
I loved the nightlife and enjoyed 
experiencing everything the world 
had to offer. But Inside, I was 
empty and unhappy. I had sev-
eral failed relationships and was 
involved with many men but felt 
used and worthless; I felt inferior 
to everyone else, which led me to 
suicidal thoughts several times. 
I was drawn to things related to 
spiritualism and would often get 
my cards to read.
 Besides all this, there were 
drugs; I smoked marijuana, and 
used cocaine, ecstasy, and other 
drugs; I reached a point where I 
began selling drugs to support my 
addiction. My life was a living 
hell. Although I got married, my 
marriage was a complete disas-
ter. The story of my life began to 
change when I found the Univer-

sal Church. The spiritual advisors 
helped me every step of the way 
during the process of my deliver-
ance. They believed in me. By tak-
ing part in the purposes of faith 
and obeying what I learned, not 
only was I delivered, I received the 
Holy Spirit, and my interior was 
completely transformed. I no lon-
ger have any addictions. I’m free 
from all the inferiority complexes, 
sadness, and suicidal thoughts. My 
marriage was also restored. Today, 
I am happy and fulfilled; I love 
and am loved; The Holy Spirit is 
my most valuable asset because it’s 
the presence of God in my life!
                 - Elisangela

2                      UNIVERSAL NEWS

MESSAGE

OPINIONS
IN THIS EDITION

authenticated faith

Call 1.888.332.4141
Text 1.888.312.4141 

For more information    
SEE PAGE 12 FOR LOCATIONS
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Bishop Edir Macedo

“i wanted to be powerful”

RESULTS OF FAITH 
come and see!
 Many people question whether the Pow-
er of Faith can genuinely help them. Having 
tried everything in their power to no avail, many 
find it hard to accept faith as the solution to their 
problems; it seems almost too good to be true. 
To many, faith is simply believing that there is a 
God. But is that all faith is?
 As simple as faith may seem, it is more 
than just believing in the existence of God or 
saying you accept Jesus as your savior. It is about 
believing in God to the point of obeying and sur-
rendering your entire life to Him. Trust in His 
promises. It requires more than just confessing 
with your lips and must be backed up with ac-
tion.  
 For example, when a person believes in 
a doctor(s), you obey whatever they tell you to 
do. You will obey if a doctor advises you to take 
medicine, change a lifestyle, or have a costly pro-
cedure done to solve a problem or save your life. 
You believe they will help you and have your best 
interest. You surrender your life into their care. 
If we can obey and submit to a man who can 
make errors, how much more should we submit 
to God, who does not make mistakes and can 
give us the solution to all our problems? This act 
of trust and surrender is faith.
 Faith requires total surrender and trust. 
When you believe in something, you act upon it. 
There is no faith without action. But I guarantee 
you that with faith, there are results. Continue 
reading and see how others who had acted upon 
their faith saw their lives drastically change and 
the impossible becoming possible.

BEATING DEPRESSION

“ If authentication 
is needed for the 
fleeting things of 
this world, then it 
is even more neces-
sary for the things 
of God, which 
involve eternity.”

When people manifest faith in God through action, inevitably, they will see results. But 
If one is not willing to surrender their lives entirely on the altar of God, how can they 
receive God’s greatest treasure, to become His child? Only the children of God have the 

promise of life (salvation) and life in abundance (a complete life on earth)..

THROUGH THE POWER OF FAITH

AFTERAFTER
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 I had a mild brain stroke which made me unable to walk, 
talk or even see. Even after walking, I had muscle plasma 
where my body would become paralyzed. I didn't accept 

this situation. 
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After drinking the 
Divine water, I can 
now move freely, see 
and talk. I am healed.
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My son was born with sickle cell disease, and I was told it had no 
cure. One of the pastors from this ministry came to the hospital 
and gave me the Divine water for my son. After doing the chain 
of prayer, my son got healed from sickle cell, and we were told 

there was no way to recover from it. Jennifer
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Petra's mother was 
diagnosed with the 
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disease a year before Petra was. disease a year before Petra was. 

"e doctor diagnosed me with stage 3 and 4 
cancer in my liver and stomach. I drank the 

Divine water by faith for my healing; God has 
indeed healed me completely. When I went 
for my last check-up, the doctor said I was 

very healthy", said Petra.
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"I was diagnosed with stomach cancer. I didn't 

accept the situation and drank the Divine 
water daily by faith. My wife wouldn't let me 

miss a day without drinking the Blessed Water. 
When I went to see the doctor, he asked me 
why am coming there because nothing was 

wrong with me anymore; I didn't have cancer 
anymo
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DIVINE water32
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Have you ever needed something ur-
gently? For example, have you ever needed 
a transplant? Transplant patients are in ur-
gent need. They can no longer live if they 
do not replace the organ that is no longer 
functioning.

 
Perhaps this seems extreme. You may 

have never needed something as dire as a 
transplant, but maybe your transplant is not 
an organ. Perhaps you need a transplant in 
your finances, health, family, or a vital part 
of your life that is no longer working, and 
you’ve reached a point where you feel like 
giving up. You need an urgent miracle.

 
He suffered from leprosy. Not unlike the 

man in the Bible who needed urgent healing. 
He was alone, cast aside, and with no solu-
tion because of his disease, but when he heard 
what Jesus could do for him, he didn’t wait. 
He immediately went to Jesus for his miracle 
and received his answer on the spot.

 
Then Jesus put out His hand and touched 

him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Im-
mediately his leprosy was cleansed. Matthew 

8:3 
Are you willing? Willing to believe you 

can receive your healing, your answer, your fi-
nancial breakthrough, the restoration of your 
family, your freedom from depression or ad-
diction, and so on? Well, this is your oppor-
tunity because this Sunday will be the day for 
an urgent miracle.

Don’t wait! Your life cannot be at a stand-
still because of this problem any longer. You 
need an urgent miracle, and it is ready for you 
to receive it.

May the God of the Bible bless you!

|Message|

Bishop Joshua

URGENT

The trauma of sexual abuse impacted me 
deeply. I felt broken and disconnected 
from the world. A profound sadness that 

kept coming and going filled me; it seemed like 
my world had lost all color – everything was 
black and white. It was impossible to escape; 
some days felt unbearable; I felt alone.
 
I’d lock myself away in my room for days, wak-
ing up every morning with no purpose, just 
waiting to fall asleep again so I wouldn’t have to 
face my reality. Sometimes, 
 
I would watch my sisters leaving for school and 
think, ‘they have more of a reason to wake up in 
the morning than me.’ I envied their strength to 
get up and do something with their lives.

Fighting dark thoughts
The thought of ending it all often forceful-
ly came into my mind, to the point that I’d 
plan different methods to carry it out. I start-
ed self-harming to try and relieve my suf-
fering. I know it doesn’t make sense, but in 
my mind, it was as though the physical pain 
could make the emotional ache more tolera-
ble. It may sound strange, but that’s how lost 
I felt. It was my life for about five to six years.

I heard people sharing their testimonies of 
how their lives had transformed at the Uni-
versal Church, but I couldn’t understand why 
mine was still the same. I was haunted by an 
event that ruined my life and was desperate 
for guidance. I wanted to work through the 
trauma and come out the other side stronger 

and happier.
My turning point was following a Night Vigil I at-
tended at the Universal Church. That night, I asked 
myself, ‘How long will you keep suffering in silence?’ 
The first step was for me to be open to receiving help. 
What worked for me was prayer and being able to 
speak to someone.
 
Accepting help
The deliverance services on Fridays taught me how 
to fight against the negative thoughts that plagued 
me. At the same time, the prayers were a way to rid 
myself of the negativity that tried to fill my mind. 
Each time I took part, I left feeling lighter. It was not 
an easy battle because some negative thoughts were 
deeply rooted inside me. However, as I was deter-
mined not to be defined by the traumas of the past, 
I kept persisting. I had used so much strength being 
broken; now, I wanted to use that strength to find 
contentment and happiness. Over time, I could let 
go of the horrific events from my past and overcome 
the deep sadness.
 
Finding peace
I started believing in myself and in God too. His 
presence in my life brought me peace of mind that 
filled my emptiness—I can’t explain it. Now, none of 
my past problems affect me anymore.
I have a strong mind and a reason to wake up ev-
ery morning. Even when problems arise, I don’t run 
away from them. I draw strength from my faith and 
can face my battles. Today I’m happy, the ‘color’ has 
been restored to my life, and I finally have the peace 
I had been searching for.

Elizabeth SokanSAD AND BROKEN
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It seemed like a day at work like 
any other when Erenilson, who 
then worked as a mason, left 

home to inspect a job he had done 
on the roof of a shed.

Eager to solve the problem soon, 
Erenilson dismissed the safety 
equipment. He said, “it was just 
a routine check and didn’t need 
it.” However, the negligence cost 
him dearly. He set up the ladder, 
climbed to the top, and didn’t 
remember what happened next. To 
this day, he doesn’t know if he got 
dizzy or if the stairs slipped and he 
fell. He only knows that he woke 
up after 15 days in the hospital.
 
Erenilson didn’t know that he had 
fallen from a height of almost 12 
meters (the equivalent of four 
floors) and landed headfirst on the 
ground. Medical assistance was 
quick, but he fell into a coma, with 
80% of his body compromised and 
a 1% chance of survival. A lung was 
punctured, his pelvis got destroyed, 
and he had an open fracture. He 

lost his spleen, 
and his head went 
soft “like a ripe 
avocado,” he says
He had more than 
80 stitches, which ran from his 
groin to his neck. If he survived, 
which seemed impossible, he 
would be left with scars.
Her daughter, Katiucia, says she 
received a call and was informed 
that her father had been in an 
accident. “An acquaintance called 
and said that his condition was 
serious and, if possible, I was 
supposed to see him for the last 
time because the doctors were 
already ‘giving up on him,’ she 
reveals.
 
The following day, Katiucia 
traveled to where her father lives. 
She says that when she arrived at 
the hospital and saw him intubated, 
it was impossible not to cry, but 
her faith spoke louder. “The word 
of death is of man and not the 
Word of God. He will survive, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus”, she 
thought.
 
She joined the Universal Church’s 
chain of prayer for healing on her 
father’s behalf. Erenilson, who was 
already a member of the Church 
five days before the accident, 
used his faith and made a vow 
with God for his life. Today he 
recognizes that, without knowing 
what the future had in store for 
him, he said a prayer that would 
spare his life.  "I spent 15 days in 
a coma, dead, and today I am a 

living miracle. I wasn’t supposed 
to be walking or alive because my 
body was all opened up. I am here 
today because God had mercy on 
me,” he reports.
 
Her daughter says that, as soon as 
her father came out of the coma 
and was discharged from the 
hospital, the postoperative period 
was surprising: “the drugs took 
effect quickly, and the doctors were 
surprised. We can only be grateful 
because God is powerful”.
 
Despite leaving the hospital in a 
wheelchair, just a week later, he was 
already walking and went out to 
evangelize and witness the miracle 
that God had performed.
 
It’s been three years and four 
months since the accident. 
Erenilson says he is almost fully 
recovered, leads an everyday life, 
and works as a painter.
 
“The doctors said I had no 
chance because my case was 
severe. Humanly speaking, I 
couldn’t live anymore. They said 
that if I survived, I would be in 
a wheelchair for a long time, 
but their words were worthless 
because I believe in the Word of 
God. I serve a great and powerful 
God and whoever believes in this 
powerful God comes out of the 
tomb to come to earth.”

‘‘‘‘

RESULTS OF RESULTS OF 

FAITHFAITH

Faith  must be 
awakened in 
order to serve 

its purpose, just as 
living beings need to 
be awake to use their 
full potential.

Perhaps you’ve been 
complaining to God 
that He hasn’t given 
you this or that, when 
in fact, He has given 
you all the means 
and tools you need 
to achieve what you 
want—and these 
tools are in your faith. 
It’s not by words or 
knowing what we 
need to do that we will 
exercise our faith, but 
by taking action. If 
you don’t take action, 
your faith remains 

dormant and useless; 
it won’t produce any 
results.
 
What have you done 
with your faith? Faith 
is a gift from God to 
each one of us, but it’s 
up to us to choose to 
either make good use 
of it or let it gather 
dust.
 
As long as your faith is 
dormant, your victory 
will be in a deep sleep; 
but awakening your 
faith is awakening the 
life you want to live. 

Read the testimonies 
below and find out 
what they did with 
their faith. 

“I AM A LIVING MIRACLE.”“I AM A LIVING MIRACLE.”

The doctors said I had no chance 
because my case was severe. 

Humanly speaking, I couldn't 
live anymore. They said that if I 

survived, I would be in a wheelchair 
for a long time, but their words were 

worthless because I believe in the 
Word of God. Today, I am a living 

miracle!”

Kátia thought her 
faith would never 
fade, but some 

oversights changed her 
life’s direction. “I was at 
the Universal Church for 
15 years. I settled down, 
stopped praying, and made 
resolutions as time passed. 
At that stage, my 22-
year marriage went into 
crisis."

She remembers the day 
she made the decision that 
almost destroyed her life. “I 
decided to leave the Church 
and subsequently divorced. 
At first, I had a false sense of 
freedom, but that emotion 
took me through a difficult 
phase. I started working 
as a cashier at a nightclub 
and then using cocaine 
to keep myself awake. I 
met people involved with 
drug trafficking and soon 
entered that world.

I changed my appearance, 

dyed my hair blonde, got 
piercings and tattoos." 
At that time, she became 
known as "the blonde of 
drug trafficking."

Katia’s five daughters 
moved away from her. 
“They saw me sporadically. 
My eldest daughter took 
care of her sisters, who had 
many emotional problems 
due to my absence. I was 
so blind that I didn't 
realize what I was doing 
to my family," she says.

Involved with criminality, 
she no longer believed in 
forgiveness. “Every time I 

was high on drugs, I was 
reminded of the inner peace 
I had in God’s presence. 
But in my mind, He would 
never forgive me.”
 
Her love life wasn’t going 
well either. "I was engaged 
to Alexandre, but we 
had already ended and 
resumed the engagement 
12 times", she reports.

A night of partying had 

a surprising ending for 
Kátia. "I had spent the 
night out using drugs. I got 
home feeling sick and went 
to bed. Minutes later, my 

daughter came close to me 
with her cell phone, saying 
she had a message from one 
of the Church's bishops."

Katia listened to the audio 
and accepted the invitation 
to attend the church 
services. “Everything he 
said gave me the hope of 
setting myself free from 
that life. I started attending 
again. Shortly afterward, 
I gave up the addiction, 
was baptized in water, and 
received the Holy Spirit,” 
she recalls.
 
“Alexandre and I made 
our union official 
at the Church. Her 
transformation impacted 
and brought the whole 
family together. Today I 
am sure I have to keep my 
faith always ignited.”

Katia’s story proves that 
God can transform the 
lives of anyone willing to 
obey.

“MY 22-YEAR MARRIAGE ENDED.”“MY 22-YEAR MARRIAGE ENDED.”

Her transformation impacted 
and brought the whole family 

together. “Alexandre and I made 
our union official at the Church. 

Today I am sure that I have to 
keep my faith always ignited.”

middle spreadcover story
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The following day, Katiucia 
traveled to where her father lives. 
She says that when she arrived at 
the hospital and saw him intubated, 
it was impossible not to cry, but 
her faith spoke louder. “The word 
of death is of man and not the 
Word of God. He will survive, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus”, she 
thought.
 
She joined the Universal Church’s 
chain of prayer for healing on her 
father’s behalf. Erenilson, who was 
already a member of the Church 
five days before the accident, 
used his faith and made a vow 
with God for his life. Today he 
recognizes that, without knowing 
what the future had in store for 
him, he said a prayer that would 
spare his life.  "I spent 15 days in 
a coma, dead, and today I am a 

living miracle. I wasn’t supposed 
to be walking or alive because my 
body was all opened up. I am here 
today because God had mercy on 
me,” he reports.
 
Her daughter says that, as soon as 
her father came out of the coma 
and was discharged from the 
hospital, the postoperative period 
was surprising: “the drugs took 
effect quickly, and the doctors were 
surprised. We can only be grateful 
because God is powerful”.
 
Despite leaving the hospital in a 
wheelchair, just a week later, he was 
already walking and went out to 
evangelize and witness the miracle 
that God had performed.
 
It’s been three years and four 
months since the accident. 
Erenilson says he is almost fully 
recovered, leads an everyday life, 
and works as a painter.
 
“The doctors said I had no 
chance because my case was 
severe. Humanly speaking, I 
couldn’t live anymore. They said 
that if I survived, I would be in 
a wheelchair for a long time, 
but their words were worthless 
because I believe in the Word of 
God. I serve a great and powerful 
God and whoever believes in this 
powerful God comes out of the 
tomb to come to earth.”

‘‘‘‘

RESULTS OF RESULTS OF 

FAITHFAITH

Faith  must be 
awakened in 
order to serve 

its purpose, just as 
living beings need to 
be awake to use their 
full potential.

Perhaps you’ve been 
complaining to God 
that He hasn’t given 
you this or that, when 
in fact, He has given 
you all the means 
and tools you need 
to achieve what you 
want—and these 
tools are in your faith. 
It’s not by words or 
knowing what we 
need to do that we will 
exercise our faith, but 
by taking action. If 
you don’t take action, 
your faith remains 

dormant and useless; 
it won’t produce any 
results.
 
What have you done 
with your faith? Faith 
is a gift from God to 
each one of us, but it’s 
up to us to choose to 
either make good use 
of it or let it gather 
dust.
 
As long as your faith is 
dormant, your victory 
will be in a deep sleep; 
but awakening your 
faith is awakening the 
life you want to live. 

Read the testimonies 
below and find out 
what they did with 
their faith. 

“I AM A LIVING MIRACLE.”“I AM A LIVING MIRACLE.”

The doctors said I had no chance 
because my case was severe. 

Humanly speaking, I couldn't 
live anymore. They said that if I 

survived, I would be in a wheelchair 
for a long time, but their words were 

worthless because I believe in the 
Word of God. Today, I am a living 

miracle!”

Kátia thought her 
faith would never 
fade, but some 

oversights changed her 
life’s direction. “I was at 
the Universal Church for 
15 years. I settled down, 
stopped praying, and made 
resolutions as time passed. 
At that stage, my 22-
year marriage went into 
crisis."

She remembers the day 
she made the decision that 
almost destroyed her life. “I 
decided to leave the Church 
and subsequently divorced. 
At first, I had a false sense of 
freedom, but that emotion 
took me through a difficult 
phase. I started working 
as a cashier at a nightclub 
and then using cocaine 
to keep myself awake. I 
met people involved with 
drug trafficking and soon 
entered that world.

I changed my appearance, 

dyed my hair blonde, got 
piercings and tattoos." 
At that time, she became 
known as "the blonde of 
drug trafficking."

Katia’s five daughters 
moved away from her. 
“They saw me sporadically. 
My eldest daughter took 
care of her sisters, who had 
many emotional problems 
due to my absence. I was 
so blind that I didn't 
realize what I was doing 
to my family," she says.

Involved with criminality, 
she no longer believed in 
forgiveness. “Every time I 

was high on drugs, I was 
reminded of the inner peace 
I had in God’s presence. 
But in my mind, He would 
never forgive me.”
 
Her love life wasn’t going 
well either. "I was engaged 
to Alexandre, but we 
had already ended and 
resumed the engagement 
12 times", she reports.

A night of partying had 

a surprising ending for 
Kátia. "I had spent the 
night out using drugs. I got 
home feeling sick and went 
to bed. Minutes later, my 

daughter came close to me 
with her cell phone, saying 
she had a message from one 
of the Church's bishops."

Katia listened to the audio 
and accepted the invitation 
to attend the church 
services. “Everything he 
said gave me the hope of 
setting myself free from 
that life. I started attending 
again. Shortly afterward, 
I gave up the addiction, 
was baptized in water, and 
received the Holy Spirit,” 
she recalls.
 
“Alexandre and I made 
our union official 
at the Church. Her 
transformation impacted 
and brought the whole 
family together. Today I 
am sure I have to keep my 
faith always ignited.”

Katia’s story proves that 
God can transform the 
lives of anyone willing to 
obey.

“MY 22-YEAR MARRIAGE ENDED.”“MY 22-YEAR MARRIAGE ENDED.”

Her transformation impacted 
and brought the whole family 

together. “Alexandre and I made 
our union official at the Church. 

Today I am sure that I have to 
keep my faith always ignited.”
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What’s the beef?

Picture this: you are sitting in 
seg with a massive chip on your 
shoulder. You refuse to eat and 
have some very choice words for 

anyone approaching you. Why?

Because you are tired, you are angry, and 
you are frustrated.

Day in and day out, you seem to be dealing 
with the same problem. You feel unheard 
and don’t like how things are done, so 
you have decided that you do not have it 
anymore! What do you do? You make a fuss, 
you scream, you �ght, you disobey, you tell 
yourself that you will not follow the rules 
anymore because you are just not happy. 

You act out, get in trouble, catch a case 
and end up in a situation that doesn’t make 
you any more pleased and doesn’t solve 
your problem! You are now even angrier 
at the world, the system, the laws, your 
roommate, the four walls, etc., and that’s 
how you ended up with that massive chip 
on your shoulder.

�ink about this: Did your kicking and 
screaming change any laws? Did you get 
your freedom? Did it bring you any extra 
privileges? Most probably not. And long 
after your release, the same prison building 
will still hold inmates, still have rules and 
present issues that displease you.

�e question is: What do we do with 
this beef? Who must it be directed to? 
Until now, due to a lack of knowledge, 
you who don’t know what to do, end up 

either accepting your situation or doing 
something crazy, like taking out your anger 
on others. Stop directing your beef towards 
things and people that will not change your 
status. Stop taking out your frustrations on 
whoever is in front of you, and allow God 
to guide you toward positive change. Pray. 

Tell God what is getting you angry; ask 
for His direction on how to deal with 
situations. �e Bible tells us that God also 
gets angry, but imagine if He were to lash 
out at everything that displeases Him. We 
all would have been wiped o� the face of 
this earth a long time ago! Consider this 
verse: 

 
Why is God angry? Because He is, He knows 
what’s right and hates what is wrong. Anger 
comes from God Himself. It originates 
from His righteousness. As an extension 
of God, human beings already have this 
feeling embedded in their nature.

So anger is not the problem. It’s where you 
direct it that either blesses you or puts you 
in a bad situation. Don’t su�er because of 
your anger. Connect to God’s thoughts 
and be guided by Him on what to do with 
your anger. When you act in this direction, 
change happens, and justice prevails.

“
God is a just 

judge, and God 
is angry with the 
wicked every day. 

(Psalm 7.11) 
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status. Stop taking out your frustrations on 
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to guide you toward positive change. Pray. 

Tell God what is getting you angry; ask 
for His direction on how to deal with 
situations. �e Bible tells us that God also 
gets angry, but imagine if He were to lash 
out at everything that displeases Him. We 
all would have been wiped o� the face of 
this earth a long time ago! Consider this 
verse: 

 
Why is God angry? Because He is, He knows 
what’s right and hates what is wrong. Anger 
comes from God Himself. It originates 
from His righteousness. As an extension 
of God, human beings already have this 
feeling embedded in their nature.

So anger is not the problem. It’s where you 
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Because you are tired, you are angry, and 
you are frustrated.
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that you will not follow the rules anymore 
because you are just not happy. 
 
You act out, get in trouble, catch a case 
and end up in a situation that doesn’t make 
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at the world, the system, the laws, your 
roommate, the four walls, etc., and that’s 
how you ended up with that massive chip 
on your shoulder.
 
�ink about this: Did your kicking and 
screaming change any laws? Did you get 
your freedom? Did it bring you any extra 
privileges? Most probably not. And long 
after your release, the same prison building 
will still hold inmates, still have rules, and 
present issues that displease you.
 
�e question is: What do we do with 
this beef? Who must it be directed to? 
Until now, due to a lack of knowledge, 
you who don’t know what to do, end up 

either accepting your situation or doing 
something crazy, like taking out your anger 
on others. Stop directing your beef towards 
things and people that will not change your 
status. Stop taking out your frustrations on 
whoever is in front of you, and allow God 
to guide you toward positive change. Pray. 
 
Tell God what is getting you angry; ask 
for His direction on how to deal with 
situations. �e Bible tells us that God also 
gets angry, but imagine if He were to lash 
out at everything that displeases Him. We 
all would have been wiped o� the face of 
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verse: 

 
Why is God angry? Because He is, He knows 
what’s right and hates what is wrong. Anger 
comes from God Himself. It originates 
from His righteousness. As an extension 
of God, human beings already have this 
feeling embedded in their nature.
So anger is not the problem. It’s where you 
direct it that either blesses you or puts you 
in a bad situation. Don’t su�er because of 
your anger. Connect to God’s thoughts 
and be guided by Him on what to do with 
your anger. When you act in this direction, 
change happens, and justice prevails.

“
God is a just 

judge, and God 
is angry with the 
wicked every day. 

(Psalm 7.11) 
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Universal Beyond Bars 

“ I thought the solution 
was to END it ALL...”

Businessman David Silva, 40 years 
old, arrived at Universal with 
his mother because they were 
experiencing family problems. 

“My mother listened to church programs 
a lot, and because she had a very troubled 
marriage, she started to attend meetings 
and took us,” he says.

I participated in meetings at Universal 
from 13 to 17 years old. Still, after that, 
David says he “revolted against God” due 
to disappointment and love life problems. 
“I met a girl from the church, I got along 
with her, and we got married. However, it 
wasn’t easy. We fought a lot and broke up 
after three years together,” he recalls.

“
Because of this frustration, I abandoned 
everything, including my faith, and 
began living without limits. “I went to 
try to fill that void I had in the world. I 
started to get involved with drugs and 
used cocaine, marijuana, and ecstasy 

pills.”

Gradually, David’s life worsened, and 
when he realized it, he was already involved 
in crime. “I started stealing and joined 
robbery gangs. As time passed, I joined 
organized crime, which robbed cargo 

and houses in my neighborhood.”Along 
with partners in crime, David frequented 
houses of prostitution, which served as 
a place of refuge for the group. “Since I 
lived with my mother, I didn’t want to 
cause problems for her, so my partners 
and I slept in a brothel. �ere, we slept 
with the girls, and used a lot of drugs. I 
was arrested in 2005. “�e arrest was a 
reality check. I was imprisoned for a year. 
When I left there, I went to the Northeast 
of the country, found someone, married 
them, and then returned to my old City.”

What, until then, seemed like an 
opportunity to write a new story became 
another stage of wrong choices. “As I still 
had contact with people from my past, 
when I realized it, I was in crime again, 
but in a worse way. After all, I even became 
a manager of drug tra�cking. In 2018, I 
was arrested again for cargo theft in my 
city and imprisoned for another year.”

David says that this period was his rock 
bottom, as he began to wish for death. “I 
thought God didn’t want me anymore, 
so I wanted to give up everything. I 
even looked at the prison windows 
and thought of hanging a rope and 
hanging myself”, he says, referring 
to the cell windows.

While David was in prison, his wife 
attended Universal and o�ered resolutions 

and prayers for his transformation. After 
a year, he got his freedom and understood 
that he needed to return to God. “I 
received an invitation, through a video 
on Facebook, to a vigil. I arrived at the 
Temple to decide my life, and, at that 
moment, I received the embrace of Jesus, 
and everything changed.”

Since then, David has never been the same. 
“All my past is behind me. I freed myself 
from addictions, traumas, and emptiness 
and received the Holy Spirit. Now I have a 
full and happy life, a family, and a ful�lled 
�nancial life. Today I bring the Word of 
God to people who are like I was one day”, 
he concludes.

David Before

David after
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 4046 WHITE PLAINS RD.,  BRONX, NY 10466
BUFFALO • 1049 BROADWAY AVE., BUFFALO, NY 14212
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave �Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |


