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Nowadays, it's impossible to only 
testify of the Lord Jesus' resurrec-
tion through words. �e world 
wants more than long speeches, 

more than emotional rituals. �e world wants 
proof of His resurrection. And to prove that 
He is alive, we need a quality life and character 
unlike any other.

It's not only about having testimonies of mir-
acles we received 
but behaving in a 
way that is beyond 
reproach—�rst at 
home and then ev-
erywhere else. Un-
fortunately, many 
"Christians" behave 

well among friends and strangers, but they act 
out of their old nature around their family. 
�ey are sel�sh, mean, stingy, cunning, and 
so on. Others are "holy" when they talk about 
the Word of God, but it's dog-eat-dog when it 
comes to doing business with brothers in faith.

God is Just. His throne is based upon justice. 
"Woe to him who causes one of My little ones 
to stumble!" says the Lord.

We know that perfection is almost impossible. 
But we should behave according to our beliefs 
as much as possible. After all, if our character 
does not testify of the Lord Jesus, what's the 
point of speaking about Him?

" It all started in elementary school, 
where my teachers discovered I had 
a learning disability. I had to have a 
teacher's assistant with me for each 
class session, which made me de-
pressed over the years. I began ques-
tioning if I was normal and worthy 
to be in my class. I felt that others 
were better than me. 

I thought things would improve 
when I went to junior high, but the 
bullying and depression continued. 
Every time I went to school, it was 
like a burden, like someone had 
placed a heavy stone on my back. 
Anything I would try to achieve 
would not work out for me.
It was challenging in college, but 

I tried to �t in with the crowd. I 
would play soccer to escape and 
forget my problems
 and the void I had. But the prob-
lems remained. I carried the pain 
of depression and low self-esteem. 

I felt like I was not achieving any-
thing with my life. Everything was 
a mess, leading me to think of com-
mitting suicide.

On my �rst attempt to take my life, 
I received a call from a Pastor of 
the Universal Church but ignored 
it. On my second attempt, it was a 
nightmare. My younger sister wit-
nessed me about to stab myself. She 
was very young then, and all she 
could do was run to my parents for 
help to stop me.

I saw it as God giving me another 
chance. I later received another call 
from the Pastor. He invited me to 

the church. I decided to come. At 
�rst, I was very closed in and quiet. 
But when I opened up, I was able to 
receive help.

Adjanni made a chain of prayer, and 
gradually as he kept coming and ap-
plying what he was learning, his life 
began to change, and God healed 
him from the pain of his past. To-
day he is no longer depressed and 
no longer desires to take my life. 

I am bold and con�dent. I can speak 
with people openly and am now 
able to help others. �e church has 
greatly helped me, especially regard-
ing using my faith and taking action 
to overcome problems. I strive to 
achieve more and more each day. 
Every single day I wake up, I look 
forward to life.  
   -Adjanni Mayisa
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" I THOUGHT ABOUT THROWING MY-
SELF IN FRONT OF THE TRAIN."

THE END OF PAIN
 
 Good Friday and Easter Sunday can signi-
fy di�erent meanings for all of us. While for some, 
it is seen as just another bank holiday or a time to 
spend with family, relaxing, shopping, and scaven-
ger hunting for children. For those of the Chris-
tian faith, these two days are the most fundamental 
days of the year as they call to remembrance two 
momentous days in history: �e Death and Resur-
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ, marking a turning 
point for all humanity. 
 When Jesus died on the cross, there were 
three words He spoke just before taking His last 
breath. �ey were simple yet so powerful that they 
shocked the earth's foundations, and the dead rose. 
He said, "It is Finished." (John 19:30), Declaring 
not only the completion of his mission but also the 
end of the pain and su�ering of man, whose sins 
and pains He took upon Himself at the cross. He 
o�ers a new beginning, a new life to all who turned 
to Him.
  Have you been su�ering and carrying the 
pain of trauma, loss, divorce, sickness, �nancial 
failure, etc.? No matter what may be the cause of 
the pain you are experiencing, Jesus wants to o�er 
you a solution and heal you of this pain.
 Join us at a Universal Church near you on 
Good Friday, April 7, and Easter Sunday, April 9, 
to experience the power of God in your life and 
end your pain once and for all. 

BEATING DEPRESSION

“If our character 
does not testify 
of the Lord Jesus, 
what's the point 
of speaking about 
Him? "

THROUGH THE POWER OF FAITH

 Depression is an illness of the soul 
that you can only cure through the pow-
er of Faith. Who, other than the Savior 
of Souls, can heal the soul? What med-
icine can we use to cure that which is 
spiritual?      
 Every Friday, at every Universal 
Church, we have a service for spiritual 
cleansing against depression. Make a 
Chain of Prayer by attending a prayer 
meeting for seven consecutive weeks. 
You will receive practical advice and 
spiritual help through prayers to over-
come. 
 �ere are thousands of testimo-
nials worldwide that prove a Chain of 
Prayer works. You CAN have a new be-
ginning. You, too, can defeat depression.

In 2015 Adjanni Mayisa decided he'd had enough. Feeling su�ocated by an internal pain he In 2015 Adjanni Mayisa decided he'd had enough. Feeling su�ocated by an internal pain he 
couldn't put into words, he was determined to make it stop at all costs and end all the pain.couldn't put into words, he was determined to make it stop at all costs and end all the pain.
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Bishop Joshua

Have you ever caught yourself trying to call 
a company, but an answering machine keeps 
transferring your call from here 
to there? You spent hours and 
hours waiting in line, look-
ing for someone to solve your 
problem, right? If so, you know 
how frustrating it can be to 
wait hours and hours, and in 
the end, instead of the solution, 
they offer yet another menu of 
options.

We often go through sit-
uations in our lives where the 
solution we are looking for 
seems inaccessible.

Reflect with me. What solution do you need 
for your life? What area of your life needs a quick 
answer? Are you tired of waiting and looking for 
a solution?

There are moments in our lives when we can 
no longer wait and require an urgent solution.

In this situation, Jesus has His ears open to 
hear you and is willing to help you solve any 

problem.
It doesn’t matter how big your 

problem is.
The Bible says:
“Come to Me, all you who labor 

and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” Matthew 11:28

Yes, that’s right! Jesus is ready to help you. 
And the only thing you have to do is call upon 

Him!
While Jesus was on earth 

living as we do, He was always 
there for those suffering. Today 
is no different. To approach 
Him, all you need to do is sin-
cerely pray. Surely He will hear 
you and bring you the answer 
you need so much.

Jesus is accessible to you!
May the God of the Bible 

bless you.

ACCESSIBLE TO THE AFFLICTED

I had a problem with addictions. Ev-
erything started as a child, my moth-
er used to encourage me to smoke, 

but I refused to do it as a child. When 
I reached the age of seven, a member of 
my family started to abuse me sexually. 
It continued until the age of 10. After 

this incident, I became angry and sad. 
I felt betrayed by this family member.

My parents used to fight a lot, my 
father would drink a lot, and with 

what my mother was practicing, 
there was never peace at home. I 
left the house at age twelve, lived 
with another family member, and 
started working. There, the per-

son began to abuse me again 
sexually; it was like a curse. 
Then my mother found me 
and brought me back home. 

I was already angry inside with 
full of hatred. I didn’t trust any-

one anymore since those I trusted had 
betrayed me, and I didn’t want to suffer 
betrayal anymore. I left the house again 
and started deep in drugs and drinking, 
trying to find peace. I was involved in 
this life from thirteen to seventeen years 
old. 

I was 
mostly out 
of the house, I made friends outside, 
and we would sleep in the streets, some-
times at the cemetery on top of tombs, 
and during the day, we would look 
for an abandoned house to stay. Deep 
in drugs, I didn’t see any way out; I 
thought there was no hope for me, so I 
started contemplating suicide. One day, 
I decided to kill myself and put the rope 
around my neck, but suddenly, some-
one came inside the room and asked me 
what I was doing with my life. I told 
him I could not take life anymore, the 
life that was full of sadness, anger, hurt, 
and bitterness. I had tried everything to 
fill that emptiness, to generate money; I 
would sell my body since I thought that 
was the only way to raise my child. 

One night, I turned on the TV on 
the channel of the Universal Church, 

and I heard people testifying about what 
God has done in their lives. They spoke 
a lot about the Holy Spirit and how they 
received peace in their lives, and that 
caught my attention, knowing that it 
was what I had been looking for all my 
life. I went outside and looked to heav-
en, saying, ‘If You are real, God, then do 
something for me.’ The next day, some-
one came to my house to invite me to 
the Universal Church. I decided to go 
and did a chain of prayer for my total 
deliverance. I surrendered completely to 
God and asked for baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. God delivered me from all the 
depression, anger, addictions, traumas, 
and hatred I carried inside me. I looked 
for the people that did me wrong and 
asked for their forgiveness, and now, I 
am a happy person, completely free and 
baptized in the Holy Spirit.

                              Delsione Barbosa

THE END OF TRAUMAS 
and depression
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The Universal Church in Har-
lem held its Sunday Gathering 
of Faith and Miracles at the 

AMC -Magic Johnson �eatres in 
Harlem, New York. 

Bishop Joshua began the service in 
prayer to "Break all curses and De-
structive cycles" Attendees have been 
seeing in their lives and the lives of 
their families. Praying that the curses 
will become blessings instead. "In-
stead of your shame, there shall be a 
double portion: instead of dishonor, 
they shall rejoice in their lot; there-
fore, in their land, they shall possess a 
double portion; they shall have ever-
lasting joy." Isaiah 61:7  

Pastor Troy also prayed for the deliv-
erance of the  Attendees from gener-
ational curses working in the lives of 
some for many generations. Attend-
ees with their families were invited to 
the altar to pray and �ght together to 
break the generational curses in the 
family. Attendees without families in 
the service joined hands with their 
neighbors, symbolizing their family 
member/s to break the curses in their 
families.      

All participants in the "Great Cam-
paign of Breaking Curses" brought 
their sacri�ces along with paper with 
the names of three generations to be 
placed on the stone altar.  
Bishop Joshua emphasized that al-
though this was the last day of the 
campaign, it did not mean we should 
stop praying for the Breaking of curs-
es. �is week would be the week of 
"Blessings, "wherein we pray for 
Blessings in all areas of our lives. �e 
culmination of the week of Blessing 
would be next Sunday, March 19, 
2023, where the Bishop instructed 
the Attendees to bring their family 
members once again to pray for the 
Blessings of the family as they prayed 

today for the Breaking of the curses.

�ree Attendees testi�ed about the 
Breaking of the curses in their lives:

Ms. Audrey testi�ed of her sud-
den onset of leg paralysis overnight, 
which prevented her from being able 
to walk. Because of her leg paralysis, 
she had to drag herself about on the 
ground for mobility. She depended 
on others, including her husband, to 
clean and dress her. She went to the 
doctor for a diagnosis, and the doc-
tor stated her leg paralysis was due to 
menopause.    

Ms. Audrey became revolted about 
her situation and sincerely prayed to 
God, asking for his help, and was di-
rected to the Universal Church. She 
noted that although she had to be 
dressed by others to attend church, 
she could move her leg by the end 
of service. After one prayer and tak-
ing three (3) of the blessed water, she 
felt a "shock of electricity through her 
leg." She was able to move her leg and 
eventually walk again. 

Ms. Shirley testi�ed to the genera-
tional curse in her life of high choles-
terol, and she noted that her mother 
also su�ered from this sickness. She 
su�ered from high cholesterol, was 
placed on medication, and was ada-
mant that she would not take medi-
cine. But Ms.Shirley decided to take 
it while using the blessed water. She 
returned to her doctor and received 
a clean bill of health, with no more 
high cholesterol.

 Mrs.Maria also testi�ed of the gen-
eration curse of death which followed 
her family. She noted that she had 
twelve (12) siblings, and the six (6) 
oldest siblings died tragically. A jeal-
ous boyfriend killed one at 19yrs; 
another in a car accident at 23 yrs; 2 
siblings died from HIV, another from 
cancer, and another got into an alter-
cation while walking and was killed. 
She was next in the line and got fear-
ful that she would also have a tragic 
death.  

Mrs.Maria also realized this was not 
normal and instead a curse upon her 
family when she began attending the 
Universal Church. Upon attending 
the church, she learned how to break 
the curses in her life. With this in 
mind, Mrs.Maria decided to make a 
sacri�ce of her whole life to God with 
a monetary sacri�ce. She also vowed 
to God that she would not leave his 
presence until the end of her days. 
As a result, she broke this curse and 
has now been alive 23 yrs after the 
last sibling's passing. She also could 
see God's blessings in other areas of 
her life. She got married, purchased a 
home, and has her own business, and 
most importantly, she received the 
"Holy Spirit."

Bishop Joshua also spoke of the new 
purpose for the following Sunday, 

"Ceremony of the Blessings," wherein 
all the Attendees were encouraged to 
wear white, re�ecting their lives. "Let 
your garments always be white, and 
let your head lack no oil." Ecclesiastes 
9:8. Come to pray for your blessings 
and make a vow with God to obey so 
that you will have the oil (�e Holy 
Spirit) upon your head. 

�e Lord's Supper was given to-
wards the end of the service, and all 
who wanted to participate were giv-

en communion to vow or renew their 
covenant with our Lord Jesus. Bishop 
Joshua strongly urged the Attendees 
to surrender their life completely to 
the Lord Jesus and be baptized in wa-
ter. He also emphasized that one must 
seek the "Holy Spirit" to have the 
strength and wisdom to make good 
choices. Life and death, good and evil 
are always in front of us; we need to 
make the right decisions. We must 
obey the Lord's commandments to 
receive the Lord's Blessing; if we dis-
obey the Lord's commandments, we 
will receive only curses. 

  "Behold I set before you today a 
blessing and curse:  the blessing if you 
obey the commandments of the Lord 
your God which I command you to-
day; and the curse, if you do not obey 
the commandments of the Lord your 
God…" Deuteronomy  11:26-28

After the Lord's Supper, Bishop Josh-
ua shared some great news regarding 
the progress of the Universal Behind 
Bars (UBB) work. We were approved 
to go into the New York Prison sys-
tem to spread the Word of God. In 
addition, UBB was approved in Trin-
idad and Tobago after 11-12 years of 
applying for permission. UBB will 
have access to all nine prisons in Trin-
idad and Tobago. We also learned 
that the Universal Church in Harlem 
was granted permission to purchase a 
Cathedral in Harlem, New York, with 
unlimited space for all. 

Ms. Diana, who was visiting the Uni-Ms. Diana, who was visiting the Uni-
versal Church for the �rst time, noted versal Church for the �rst time, noted 
she came because she had generation-she came because she had generation-
al curses in her family. She was leaving al curses in her family. She was leaving 
the service feeling tremendous and the service feeling tremendous and 
hopeful, knowing God has a purpose hopeful, knowing God has a purpose 
for her in life. She has been looking for her in life. She has been looking 
for a home church and believes she for a home church and believes she 
has found it in the Universal Church has found it in the Universal Church 
because, while in attendance, she felt because, while in attendance, she felt 
so connected to God.so connected to God.

--Universal News--

 March 12, 2023- Sunday
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FAITH AND MIRACLES IN 
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For  More information on how you can join us for our For  More information on how you can join us for our 
next gathering, you can �nd us on Facebook by scan-next gathering, you can �nd us on Facebook by scan-

ning the QR code to the right ning the QR code to the right 
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Edilaine was born into 
a family that attended 
an evangelical 

denomination where her 
father was very active. 
"He preached the Word of 
God and helped people. 
Everyone saw in us an 
appearance of a happy and 
perfect family. Still, 
inside the house, 
he manipulated the 
doctrine to oppress 
his wife and children 
and was extremely 
aggressive."

The abusive 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
separated Edilaine's 
mother from him, 
and she moved 
with the children 
from one city to 
another. Because 
of the very difficult 
financial restart, the 
family went to live in favor. 
Edilaine's mother attended 
the denomination and met 
a younger man she married. 
Still, she was again subjected 
to an abusive relationship 
for some time because he 
had been an alcoholic.
 
In this scenario, Edilaine 
reached adulthood, trapped 
by the suffering of the past. 
She used her studies to escape 
and hope for a better life until 
she graduated and became 
self-sufficient. Instruction 
became an illusory lifeline, 
a crutch; spiritually, she was 
lost and anesthetized by her 
professional side. "For me, 
faith did not solve anything 
because seeing my father 
and stepfather attending the 
denomination and acting 
at home the way they did, 
that is, destroying our lives, 
I decided that I no longer 
wanted to know about God 
or religions and that I would 
do everything my way."
 

Behold, Edilaine met a guy 
who seemed to be in tune 
with her interests, but she 
was wrong. Over eight and 
a half years, they dated, got 
engaged, built a house, and, 
shortly before the wedding, 
he broke off his relationship 
with her. Edilaine 

remembers what she felt 
on that occasion: "I saw my 
castle crumble. It was sand." 
Thus, she returned to God 
at the worst moment of her 
life. Following her brother's 
invitations, she began 
attending the Universal 
Church. "That's where 
I discovered a different, 
rational faith, without those 
'believing doctrines' from 
before," she notes.
 
Edilaine had acquired a 
stomach ailment from 
the stress of ending her 
engagement. It healed as 
soon as she started going 
to Universal. "It was an 
encounter with the power of 
God. At first, I stayed in the 
church out of gratitude for 
the healing, but, attending 
meetings, I realized that I 
had been stuck with those 
marks since childhood".
 
She reports how she 
understood that she needed 
to use intelligent faith: "I 

realized that I had always had 
reservations about the male 
figure and that my problem 
did not start with the end of 
the engagement, but only 
surfaced at that moment, 
because I had always carried 
pain inside me. I understood 
that I needed to forgive, 

that my fulfillment 
could not be based 
on my career, in 
which I put all 
my strength, nor 
on any romantic 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , 
even with correct 
intentions, and 
that I was not 
healed internally".
 
With this 
unde r s t and in g , 
she could forgive 
people from the 
past and learn 
that her primary 

relationship should be with 
God. So, she stopped being 
just a creature to become 
a Daughter of God. "I 
discovered Him as a Father, 
who welcomed and healed 
me. I understood the 
proposal of the New Birth, 
to surrender all that past to 
God and be reborn from 
Him as a baby with no past 
and a trajectory to be built 
from scratch. I was baptized 
in water and received the 
Holy Spirit. It was important 
for Him to live within me."

Today, I can show 
many other women, 

who were also 
disappointed with 

failed relationships, 
suffered abuse, 

or had no father 
references, where 

true love and 
happiness are," she 

concludes.

Wagner developed a 
behavior with the 
same problems 

experienced by his father 
throughout his life. One of 
them was the involvement with 
alcoholic beverages. "I grew up 
seeing my father addicted to 
alcohol and beating my mother. 
We came to a different city as a 
child because of his problems. 
They separated when I was 
an adolescent. I thought this 
would be better for me, and I 
would finally have peace, but 
everything got worse."

Wagner continued to witness 
his father's persecution of 
his mother for several years, 
as he wanted to rekindle the 
relationship. He remembers 
feeling great sadness because of 
this situation and took refuge 
in addictions. "I lived in inner 
conflict and pain."

So, at 17, at the recommendation 
of 'friends,' I started using 
drugs like marijuana, cocaine, 

and alcohol. I 
didn't enjoy it, 
but I wanted to 
fill that void."

Unable to 
achieve his goal 
of calming down 
by consuming 
drugs and 
alcohol, Wagner 
sought happiness 
in a romantic relationship. 
Then he realized that even in 
this area, he was reproducing 
the same attitudes his father 
embraced in his marriage. 
"Despite my attempts, I could 
never have a happy romantic 
relationship. I ended up staying 
with someone with whom I 
had a daughter for a while, but 
the relationship was extremely 
troubled. There were betrayals 
and physical attacks," he says.

He couldn't stand living in 
that situation and opted for 
separation. The loneliness and 
pain he carried inside made 

thoughts of suicide take 
over his mind. But, afraid 
of what might happen 
later, he never tried to kill 
himself.

After much suffering and 
on a day when he felt a 
lot of anguish, Wagner 
remembered the work 
at the Universal Church 
that he had known as a 

teenager. "At 24 years old, I was 
in terrible shape. So I decided 
to call a friend and tell him I 
wanted to return to church. He 
accompanied me to a meeting, 
and I have remained steadfast 
since that day. I decided to give 
myself to God."

The inner void was filled, and 
his character was transformed. 

"Today, I am 
healed inside. I 

got married, and 
I'm happy and free 
from all addictions. 

I found true 
happiness, and God 
gave me the greatest 

gift anyone could 
receive: the Holy 

Spirit. I can say that 
I am complete", he 

concludes.

end of 
pain

"i carried the 
pain of abuse..."

Some people are so used to suffering 
that they cannot envision a different 
life.  They carry burdens of the past. It 

seems like they are in a big arena where, to 
survive, they have to fight a beast every day 
and defeat it.

They don't have a minute of peace. They 
live tormented and apprehensive because 
they know that even if they win today, they 
will have to face another even worse animal 
tomorrow.
 
That's what evil does in people's lives. They 
surround them on all sides and with different 
problems: it destroys the family and the 
marriage; it causes illnesses, addictions, 
misery, insomnia, fear, panic syndrome, 
and depression, tormenting them day and 
night with visions of shadows and hearing 
voices, to the point that they feel they have 
no choice but to do what he asks.
 
Many spend years of their lives blindly 
obeying the spirits, believing they can relieve 
the pain they feel in their soul.
 
For them, feelings of peace, joy, happiness, 
and fulfillment are nothing but a utopia, 
for the simple fact that they have never 
experienced them and that it is up to them 
only to accept the destiny that was imposed 
on them: suffering.
 
If this has been your life, know you were not 
born "predestined" to suffer. Look for the 
closest Universal Church to find the help 
you need. See the back pages for locations.

Good Friday and Easter Sunday are two 
of the most important days of the year 
for Christians. These days commemorate 

what we believe to be two of the most meaningful 
days in the history of the world. Since Jesus died on 
the cross for all our sins and was resurrected on the 
third day, Christians proclaim this to be the decisive 
turning point for all creation.  
 
Jesus was the only one who paid the price in full on 
the cross for us all. It marked the beginning of a new 
life and salvation for all who believe. You have the 
right to actually LIVE instead of scraping by and 
barely surviving! The misery has to run away; the 
cycles of unhappiness must end; the failures must 
become successes, but is this really what is seen?
 
It’s not enough to nod in agreement to this statement 
or go to church on these days to fulfill a religious 
obligation. It is not what this is about—this week 
is about the greatest victory ever. Jesus changed the 
world in one week and left the blueprint of how 
we can do the same in our lives. If you want a new 
life and end all pain and suffering, join us and be 
transformed.

Write down  below all the pain and hurt you've been 
carrying your whole life and bring this with you:

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

(7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm)

(10am)
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shortly before the wedding, 
he broke off his relationship 
with her. Edilaine 

remembers what she felt 
on that occasion: "I saw my 
castle crumble. It was sand." 
Thus, she returned to God 
at the worst moment of her 
life. Following her brother's 
invitations, she began 
attending the Universal 
Church. "That's where 
I discovered a different, 
rational faith, without those 
'believing doctrines' from 
before," she notes.
 
Edilaine had acquired a 
stomach ailment from 
the stress of ending her 
engagement. It healed as 
soon as she started going 
to Universal. "It was an 
encounter with the power of 
God. At first, I stayed in the 
church out of gratitude for 
the healing, but, attending 
meetings, I realized that I 
had been stuck with those 
marks since childhood".
 
She reports how she 
understood that she needed 
to use intelligent faith: "I 

realized that I had always had 
reservations about the male 
figure and that my problem 
did not start with the end of 
the engagement, but only 
surfaced at that moment, 
because I had always carried 
pain inside me. I understood 
that I needed to forgive, 

that my fulfillment 
could not be based 
on my career, in 
which I put all 
my strength, nor 
on any romantic 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , 
even with correct 
intentions, and 
that I was not 
healed internally".
 
With this 
unde r s t and in g , 
she could forgive 
people from the 
past and learn 
that her primary 

relationship should be with 
God. So, she stopped being 
just a creature to become 
a Daughter of God. "I 
discovered Him as a Father, 
who welcomed and healed 
me. I understood the 
proposal of the New Birth, 
to surrender all that past to 
God and be reborn from 
Him as a baby with no past 
and a trajectory to be built 
from scratch. I was baptized 
in water and received the 
Holy Spirit. It was important 
for Him to live within me."

Today, I can show 
many other women, 

who were also 
disappointed with 

failed relationships, 
suffered abuse, 

or had no father 
references, where 

true love and 
happiness are," she 

concludes.

Wagner developed a 
behavior with the 
same problems 

experienced by his father 
throughout his life. One of 
them was the involvement with 
alcoholic beverages. "I grew up 
seeing my father addicted to 
alcohol and beating my mother. 
We came to a different city as a 
child because of his problems. 
They separated when I was 
an adolescent. I thought this 
would be better for me, and I 
would finally have peace, but 
everything got worse."

Wagner continued to witness 
his father's persecution of 
his mother for several years, 
as he wanted to rekindle the 
relationship. He remembers 
feeling great sadness because of 
this situation and took refuge 
in addictions. "I lived in inner 
conflict and pain."

So, at 17, at the recommendation 
of 'friends,' I started using 
drugs like marijuana, cocaine, 

and alcohol. I 
didn't enjoy it, 
but I wanted to 
fill that void."

Unable to 
achieve his goal 
of calming down 
by consuming 
drugs and 
alcohol, Wagner 
sought happiness 
in a romantic relationship. 
Then he realized that even in 
this area, he was reproducing 
the same attitudes his father 
embraced in his marriage. 
"Despite my attempts, I could 
never have a happy romantic 
relationship. I ended up staying 
with someone with whom I 
had a daughter for a while, but 
the relationship was extremely 
troubled. There were betrayals 
and physical attacks," he says.

He couldn't stand living in 
that situation and opted for 
separation. The loneliness and 
pain he carried inside made 

thoughts of suicide take 
over his mind. But, afraid 
of what might happen 
later, he never tried to kill 
himself.

After much suffering and 
on a day when he felt a 
lot of anguish, Wagner 
remembered the work 
at the Universal Church 
that he had known as a 

teenager. "At 24 years old, I was 
in terrible shape. So I decided 
to call a friend and tell him I 
wanted to return to church. He 
accompanied me to a meeting, 
and I have remained steadfast 
since that day. I decided to give 
myself to God."

The inner void was filled, and 
his character was transformed. 

"Today, I am 
healed inside. I 

got married, and 
I'm happy and free 
from all addictions. 

I found true 
happiness, and God 
gave me the greatest 

gift anyone could 
receive: the Holy 

Spirit. I can say that 
I am complete", he 

concludes.

end of 
pain

"i carried the 
pain of abuse..."

Some people are so used to suffering 
that they cannot envision a different 
life.  They carry burdens of the past. It 

seems like they are in a big arena where, to 
survive, they have to fight a beast every day 
and defeat it.

They don't have a minute of peace. They 
live tormented and apprehensive because 
they know that even if they win today, they 
will have to face another even worse animal 
tomorrow.
 
That's what evil does in people's lives. They 
surround them on all sides and with different 
problems: it destroys the family and the 
marriage; it causes illnesses, addictions, 
misery, insomnia, fear, panic syndrome, 
and depression, tormenting them day and 
night with visions of shadows and hearing 
voices, to the point that they feel they have 
no choice but to do what he asks.
 
Many spend years of their lives blindly 
obeying the spirits, believing they can relieve 
the pain they feel in their soul.
 
For them, feelings of peace, joy, happiness, 
and fulfillment are nothing but a utopia, 
for the simple fact that they have never 
experienced them and that it is up to them 
only to accept the destiny that was imposed 
on them: suffering.
 
If this has been your life, know you were not 
born "predestined" to suffer. Look for the 
closest Universal Church to find the help 
you need. See the back pages for locations.

Good Friday and Easter Sunday are two 
of the most important days of the year 
for Christians. These days commemorate 

what we believe to be two of the most meaningful 
days in the history of the world. Since Jesus died on 
the cross for all our sins and was resurrected on the 
third day, Christians proclaim this to be the decisive 
turning point for all creation.  
 
Jesus was the only one who paid the price in full on 
the cross for us all. It marked the beginning of a new 
life and salvation for all who believe. You have the 
right to actually LIVE instead of scraping by and 
barely surviving! The misery has to run away; the 
cycles of unhappiness must end; the failures must 
become successes, but is this really what is seen?
 
It’s not enough to nod in agreement to this statement 
or go to church on these days to fulfill a religious 
obligation. It is not what this is about—this week 
is about the greatest victory ever. Jesus changed the 
world in one week and left the blueprint of how 
we can do the same in our lives. If you want a new 
life and end all pain and suffering, join us and be 
transformed.

Write down  below all the pain and hurt you've been 
carrying your whole life and bring this with you:

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

(7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm)

(10am)
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Universal beyond bars (UBB)
Nationwide schedule

TEXAS

FLORIDA

CALIFORNIA

HAWAII

* If you do not see your unit 
on the UBB schedule yet, do 
not worry. There is still 
an opportunity for you to 
keep in touch with the UBB 
(Universal Beyond Bars) by 
sending your letter to Bishop 
Joshua at: 

7075 SOUTHWEST FWY. 
HOUSTON TX, 77074

You can be sure that Bishop 
Joshua will read and respond 
to your letter. He may also 
attach a Bible Study to it 
so that you can keep your 
mind focused on something 
positive, and stop thinking 
on the negative things. 

If you need anymore 
information about the 
different courses offered 
by the UBB, please get in 
contact with the Chaplain in 
your facility. 

CONTACT US UPON RELEASE: 
1 (888) 691-2291

Ubb is sponsored by the universal church. When you get out, come and look for the universal church that sponsors the ubb!
Call us to find the nearest location to you: 1 (888) 332-4141 or visit us at: www.ulfn.org/locations!  We are here for you.

No matter what you’ve done, or what you’ve been through, you matter. 

... Remember you can send your letter to Bp. Joshua, he will personally read and reply. 
Send your letter to: 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074. 

Be sure to include: full name (first/last),inmate id # complete facility name, correct address, city/state, and zip code. 

What is a big enemy to 
humanity? Did you 
guess it right? Yep. Our 
feelings. If we aren’t 
careful, we get caught 

up with what we feel, see, hear, and touch. 
It can lead us to make decisions that aren’t 
so good. Why? Because our eyes only give us 
the information that they currently see. Our 
ears hear both harmful and good but tend 
to pay more attention to what is hostile. 

We feel things that often trigger us to act 
out of character, even when we are happy. If 
we do not take control of our emotions, it 
can cause us to react in a way that can be 
overbearing to someone else. 

Do you know the story of Lazarus? Well, 
he was a man in the Bible whom Jesus had 
compassion on. However, he became ill one 
day and inevitably passed away. His sisters, 
Martha and Mary, went to his tomb and 
were desperate because of what they saw. 

�ey heard he had been dead for four days, 
and you could only imagine what they felt 
then. However, if they allowed faith to 
occur, they would allow God to work and 
let them know everything would be okay.

Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live.” John 

11:25

Jesus did not see a dead Lazarus or pay attention 
to what He heard (that he had been dead for 
four days). He just said, “remove the stone.” 

�is stone can be doubts, fear, or 

negativity that has to be removed. 
What has been the “stone” in your life? Are 
you having doubts because you received 
a life sentence? Or every time you go 
for parole, you are denied? You’ve been 
incarcerated for many years and losing 
hope, or you can never seem to change? 

Well, back to allowing our feelings to control 
us, this cannot be something we let speak louder 
because our feelings misguide us. Still, reason 
leads us to stop, think, and process a situation.
Jesus had faith and knew Lazarus would be okay. 

�erefore, He spoke with boldness. What 
does your faith tell you? Are you giving 
in to the negativity because it’s easier 
than trying to do better? Is negativity 
all you’ve heard, and you’re used to it? 

Step out of your comfort zone and 
let your faith speak for you. Stop 
feeding yourself with what you feel 
and start telling yourself the new 
beginning you want to see taking place. 

“I will be free, I am no longer a convict, I am more than 
my number, I can do better!” Your faith will move 
this mountain from your life and let you stand 
tall on the “stone” instead of falling over it.

Who is speaking louder?

“You will never 
make parole.” 
“Your family 

doesn’t care about 
you.”

universal beyond bars 8
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“Nobody Cares about me....” “I’m all alone...” “ Who will ever remember me...?” “It’s OK...”

Have these thoughts been running through your mind? You’re at point where it doesn’t matter anymore, and now you’re simply 
dealing with it. Do not deal with it alone! Write your letter to bp. Joshua, because he will personally read and reply to you. 

* Be sure to include: first/last name, your id number, the facility name, address, along with the city/state/zip code. 
* Send your letter to bp Joshua at: 7075 Southwest,  Freeway. Houston, TX 77074

Universal beyond bars

You are not alone!

My name is Indira. Growing up, I 
saw nothing but sadness, my dad 
was an alcoholic, and due to this, 
I would witness him beating my 

mom a lot. It got to the point that my mother 
had to move away, which impacted me greatly.

When I was 17, I was sexually assaulted by 
a cousin I trusted, leading to depression. 
Eventually, I had to start taking antidepressants, 
sleeping pills, anxiety pills, etc., But the 
medicine didn’t help me, it sparked an 
addiction within me. 

I became a violent person, out of control, and 
got involved with the law many times, the police 
were tired of seeing me. Constantly I was getting 
arrested, and it is like the cycle was never broken, I 
knew I wanted to change but I did not know how 
to do it. 

Over time I began to take Percocet’s, crack cocaine, 
and drink a lot. I would walk over 20 minutes and 
wait at the liquor store until the owner would 
come to open the door to get a drink. 

“
Before I smoked the crack, I would 

pray, “Please help me to stop.” I 
didn’t even know who God was.

When I found the Universal Church, it was by 
invitation, and I was very welcomed. No one 
judged me or looked at me funny, but they were 
there to help. I was coming, sometimes while 
still drinking and being high, but I did not stop 
coming. I was faithful, and with time, I wrote 
every addiction I had cold turkey. 

Eventually, I heard about the Holy Spirit and 
wanted to receive Him. One day, the pastor 
said, “�e Holy Spirit cannot enter a dirty body 
because the Holy Spirit is clean.” I persevered until 
I �nally encountered God; everything in my life 
made sense and had meaning. Today, my life is 
transformed. I am full of joy and peace, and my 
family is restored. Now, I can do for others what 
was done for me. 

“My situation was so bad that I 
took myself to the courthouse and 
asked them to lock me up, because I 
thought I would die, due to all the 
crack and alcohol I was taking...”

Abuse and Addiction controlled my life...

Indira today, serving God with her family. 
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BECOME A SPONSOR 
OF THIS  MINISTRY

Scan the QR code

THE STRONG NATION You can be a sponsor of 
this ministry by sowing 

your seed and helping us 
reach out to those in need.

( TIMES MAY VARY DEPENDING ON LOCATION]

On Mondays you will learn how to use 
your faith to transform your financial life.

MONDAYS | 7AM, 10AM, 4PM AND 7PM 

B
42 years old, had a troubling childhood. 
Sabrina's parents were problematic. Her 
father drank, and sometimes there were 
fights at home. She and her sister 
witnessed everything. On one occasion, 
her mother left home. "My mother 
separated from my father when I was 
fifive years old, and I started to live with 
him. I had a complicated childhood. I 
lived more on the street and depended 
on neighbors, who would give me lunch 
or invite me to eat at their house.

I didn't imagine what it was like to be 
happy and have peace," she says.
OOut of necessity, she started working 
early. At the age of 9, she already took 
care of children to guarantee some 
money. Adolescence was challenging 
too. Her sister left home at 15. Upon 
completing her studies, Sabrina did the 
same: she left home. Soon she got 
marriedmarried and got pregnant. She believed 
that she would finally be happy, but the 
attempt did not work.

She entered her second relationship, 
and things got worse. Unemployed, the 
couple felt firsthand the misery and pain 
of being in need. "I got to the point of 
going to the bakery, pregnant with

usiness woman Sabrina Carla  Santos

“I was born cursed”

“I would say that I was born cursed”

my second child, and saying that I 
wanted to eat bread because I knew I 
would get the bread to support the 
family. Sometimes, I resorted to the 
help the government provided. I was 
totally dependent on others. People 
even donated clothes to us. I never 
hadhad anything to give them. She 
recalls, "I didn't have a pack of 
cookies to give my children and 
barely had enough money to pay 
bills."

The harsh reality of childhood 
persisted into adulthood. "I was not 
happily married. There were fights 
and physical abuse, and I was 
humiliated. My life was a big failure. 
I didn't believe in myself or that my 
life could change," she says. The 
sesecond relationship did not last 
either.

She came to The Universal Church, 
and during that time, the pastor was 
preaching about a special purpose 
that would be held in the church to 
change her life. "I had never 
surrendered myself to God, but this 
time, I went for all-or-all."
ThThat's when she had the idea of 
setting up a grocery store. Even 
without having a physical space and 
with little to offer customers, the 
business started from scratch and 

indoors. All she 
had was the value 
of the bicycle sold 
by her eldest son, 
who gave the 
money so the 
business could 
starstart. They started 
with two pies. It 
was the beginning 
of something 
great. From Faith 
to Faith, the 
business grew and 
becamebecame a bakery. 
The bakery, in 
turn, soon became 
a market. "God 
sent people who 
believed in me."
"We bought the 
market without a 
contract, without 
anything. God 
changed my life. 
The Altar owes 
nothing to 
ananyone." 

Today, she can say 
she has a blessed 
life marked by 
a c h i e v e m e n t s : 
cars, the 
possibility of living 
in a luxury gated 
comcommunity, and, 
recently, she was 
able to acquire 
land. 

However, she 
insists on 
highlighting the 
g r e a t e s t 
achievement of all: 
"For me, nothing 
compares to 
hahaving the Holy 
Spirit. He is my 
wealth, my 
heritage, my 
greatest good," she 
concludes.

reap prosperity today11



TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 4046 WHITE PLAINS RD.,  BRONX, NY 10466
BUFFALO • 1049 BROADWAY AVE., BUFFALO, NY 14212
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave  Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |


