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STEP 1TEP 1
Understand that your family member's addiction 
does not imply he has a �awed character, is a de-
linquent, or has behavioral issues; it means there is 

a spirit that dominates the addict's mind. Knowing this, 
we begin to understand that the battle is strictly spiritu-
al, and the family must �ght with all their strength to 
free their family member from the control of this spirit.  

STEP 2STEP 2
Do not wait for the addict to ask for help for you to start 
taking action. After all, most of the time, he will say he 
doesn't want help or denies being an addict, which leaves 
the family powerless since every treatment requires the 
addict to be present. However, the "Treatment to Over-
come Addictions" at the Universal Church is the only 
treatment in which the family can seek a cure for the 
addict without him being present.

STEP 3STEP 3
Never be in�uenced by an addict's words, such as "I 
don't want help," "I like using drugs, and I'm not 
going to stop," or "I use because I want to, and I can 
stop whenever I want," "It's no use looking for help 
because I'm not going to stop…."�ese words, however 

convincing they may 
seem, are in�uenced by 
the spirit of addiction 
to discourage the family 
from �ghting. �e best 
thing to do is wait for 
the right moment to 
convince him to come to 
the treatment. And this 
happens when he begins 
to realize what they have 

lost and how much pain he has caused. What the fami-
ly can do is help him learn such things.

 
STEP 4STEP 4
Unlike many families, the addict should be treated with 
love and understanding. Avoid accusing or condemning 
him for his addiction. As hard as it is to do this, it's 
the only way to keep him connected with the family 
because when you act di�erently, you end up pushing 
them away, which causes a barrier between the addict 
and the family and brings them closer to other addicts 
who also face the same di�culties with their family.  

STEP 5STEP 5
Don't conform to the idea spread by other treatments 
that addiction has no cure and you will have to live with 
your addicted family member for the rest of your life. 
It is not valid! It only serves to discourage the family 
from �ghting for the addict. �e Treatment to Over-
come Addictions has proven that addiction can be cured! 
�ousands of people have received a de�nite cure! What 
a family should do is come to the treatment, believe, 
persevere, and obey. By doing this, you will have your 
family member back, and they will be transformed.

It was hard to come to terms with 
my brother's passing. I didn't just 
lose my brother; I lost my best 

friend. 
 After his death, I was devas-

tated and struggled to make sense of 
my feelings and what had happened. 
It sent me down a dark path. I didn't 
know how to �ll the void that my 
brother's absence left, so I was ready 
to try anything to numb the pain I 
felt inside. 

 At 14, I was already snorting 
cocaine. I saw some kids at school 
doing it, and although I had never 
felt like using drugs before, I decided 
to do it. But what started as a one-
time hit turned into a habit. As time 
passed, I started using other drugs 

like marijuana, ecstasy, and poppers 
and drank alcohol. I even started car-
rying a gun because I never felt safe; 
Dangerous people always surround-
ed me.

 My mom always did her best 
to try and help me, and I felt good 
for a while when I was around her. 
But I was so di�erent from the little 
boy she once knew. Everything I did 
was an attempt at �lling the void I 
felt, even down to my tattoos.

 In another attempt to �ll the 
void, I moved to England. I intended 
to make some money and return to 
Brazil with a better life. But contrary 
to what I thought, when I got there, 
things only got worse. I placed mas-
sive pressure on myself to reach my 
�nancial goals. Still, things were not 
happening as I wanted, and I became 
very anxious. Consequently, I resort-
ed to smoking and taking pills to try 
and ease that anxiety. 

 I started re�ecting on ev-

erything and realized time was pass-
ing, and I was stagnant. I had many 
dreams but no strength to go after 
them. Living my life in my way was 
not working; I needed God's direc-
tion. I called a friend who attended 
the Universal Church, and He ad-
vised me to go to the nearest branch 
and ask for help. I went there on a 
Friday Deliverance Service and was 
advised and guided by people gen-
uinely willing to help me. I applied 
all the advice I received and replaced 
my negative habits with positive hab-
its, such as meditating on the Word 
of God. It was not easy, as I was not 
used to doing these things, but my 
Faith empowered me to stick to my 
decision and keep coming.

 Persevering, I developed a 
relationship with God, and His pres-
ence �lled my emptiness. Today I no 
longer depend on any drug to 'feel at 
peace' because I have real peace from 
Him.    -Marcos Moreira-Marcos Moreira
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FENTANYL CRISIS
 
 Fentanyl has been on the rise in the US 
in recent years. On top of being one of the dead-
liest drugs the nations encountered, according to 
the DEA, Fentanyl has been spreading and 'poi-
soning' communities all over the US- from large 
metropolitan areas to rural America.

�e DEA seized more than 57.9 million fentan-
yl-laced pills across the US only in 2022. Still, 
unfortunately, more than 71,000 deaths that 
year were linked to fentanyl overdoses and drug 
poisoning. Many of these deaths came without 
intending to take fentanyl, but the drug was un-
knowingly traced with it. �ese deaths could have 
been avoided by simply not taking drugs, but for 
addicts, overcoming a habit comes with much 
di�culty.

When we look at the word 'addiction' in Latin, 
it is a term for 'enslaved by' or 'bound to. Addic-
tions can be so strong that it distorts an addict's 
ability to make decisions regarding their life. But 
however tricky it may be to overcome, it is not 
impossible, especially with the help of God.

Are you or a loved one struggling with addiction? 
Do you fear falling victim to this drug but have 
no strength to quit? What if I told you there is 
a place where you can be strengthened, renew 
your con�dence, and regain the power to make 
decisions and beat the addiction? You, too, can 
overcome addiction! Continue reading, see how 
others overcame, and visit a Universal Church 
near you.

BEATING DEPRESSION

“Understand that the 
battle is spiritual, 
and the family must 

spirit."

THROUGH THE POWER OF FAITH

 Depression is an illness of the soul 
that you can only cure through the power 
of Faith. Who, other than the Savior of 
Souls, can heal the soul? What medicine 
can we use to cure that which is spiritual?      
 Every Friday, at every Universal 
Church, we have a service for spiritu-
al cleansing against depression. Make a 
Chain of Prayer by attending a prayer 
meeting for seven consecutive weeks. You 
will receive practical advice and spiritual 
help through prayers to overcome. 
 �ere are thousands of testimo-
nials worldwide that prove a Chain of 
Prayer works. You CAN have a new be-
ginning. You, too, can defeat depression.

OPINIONS 2



       I was diagnosed with lupus arthritis, 
which would cause my high blood 
pressure to get worse. I had pains in my 
legs and all over my body, so it was hard 
to get out of bed sometimes. The doctors 
said I had no cure, so they just gave me 
medicines. One day I was watching the 
ShowdownShowdown of Faith on TV, and so I 
came; I began to exercise my faith by 
drinking the blessed water, and little by 
little, I felt better. I have no more arthritis, 
high blood pressure, or pains.    
-Linda, GA 

My sugar level was very high; I had seen so 
many of my family members dying of diabe-
tes. I had to make a change; I had to come 
to God. I said: "Lord, I do not want this in my 
body anymore." My sugar level is normal 
today; I am grateful that the curse is broken.

-Tina, OH

BEFORE

My esophagus had 
a problem; I felt 
burning in my 
stomach. 

After the endoscopy, doctors 
found a hernia. I also had ulcers. 
I drank the Blessed Water by 
faith for my healing.

AFTER

STEP 1TEP 1
Understand that your family member's addiction 
does not imply he has a �awed character, is a de-
linquent, or has behavioral issues; it means there is 

a spirit that dominates the addict's mind. Knowing this, 
we begin to understand that the battle is strictly spiritu-
al, and the family must �ght with all their strength to 
free their family member from the control of this spirit. 

STEP 2STEP 2
Do not wait for the addict to ask for help for you to start 
taking action. After all, most of the time, he will say he 
doesn't want help or denies being an addict, which leaves 
the family powerless since every treatment requires the 
addict to be present. However, the "Treatment to Over-
come Addictions" at the Universal Church is the only 
treatment in which the family can seek a cure for the 
addict without him being present.

STEP 3STEP 3
Never be in�uenced by an addict's words, such as "I 
don't want help," "I like using drugs, and I'm not 
going to stop," or "I use because I want to, and I can 
stop whenever I want," "It's no use looking for help 
because I'm not going to stop…."�ese words, however 

convincing they may 
seem, are in�uenced by 
the spirit of addiction 
to discourage the family 
from �ghting. �e best 
thing to do is wait for 
the right moment to 
convince him to come to 
the treatment. And this 
happens when he begins 
to realize what they have 

lost and how much pain he has caused. What the fami-
ly can do is help him learn such things.
 
STEP 4STEP 4
Unlike many families, the addict should be treated with 
love and understanding. Avoid accusing or condemning 
him for his addiction. As hard as it is to do this, it's 
the only way to keep him connected with the family 
because when you act di�erently, you end up pushing 
them away, which causes a barrier between the addict 
and the family and brings them closer to other addicts 
who also face the same di�culties with their family. 

STEP 5STEP 5
Don't conform to the idea spread by other treatments 
that addiction has no cure and you will have to live with 
your addicted family member for the rest of your life. 
It is not valid! It only serves to discourage the family 
from �ghting for the addict. �e Treatment to Over-
come Addictions has proven that addiction can be cured! 
�ousands of people have received a de�nite cure! What 
a family should do is come to the treatment, believe, 
persevere, and obey. By doing this, you will have your 
family member back, and they will be transformed.

It was hard to come to terms with 
my brother's passing. I didn't just 
lose my brother; I lost my best 

friend. 
 After his death, I was devas-
tated and struggled to make sense of 
my feelings and what had happened. 
It sent me down a dark path. I didn't 
know how to �ll the void that my 
brother's absence left, so I was ready 
to try anything to numb the pain I 
felt inside. 
 At 14, I was already snorting 
cocaine. I saw some kids at school 
doing it, and although I had never 
felt like using drugs before, I decided 
to do it. But what started as a one-
time hit turned into a habit. As time 
passed, I started using other drugs 

like marijuana, ecstasy, and poppers 
and drank alcohol. I even started car-
rying a gun because I never felt safe; 
Dangerous people always surround-
ed me.
 My mom always did her best 
to try and help me, and I felt good 
for a while when I was around her. 
But I was so di�erent from the little 
boy she once knew. Everything I did 
was an attempt at �lling the void I 
felt, even down to my tattoos.
 In another attempt to �ll the 
void, I moved to England. I intended 
to make some money and return to 
Brazil with a better life. But contrary 
to what I thought, when I got there, 
things only got worse. I placed mas-
sive pressure on myself to reach my 
�nancial goals. Still, things were not 
happening as I wanted, and I became 
very anxious. Consequently, I resort-
ed to smoking and taking pills to try 
and ease that anxiety. 
 I started re�ecting on ev-

erything and realized time was pass-
ing, and I was stagnant. I had many 
dreams but no strength to go after 
them. Living my life in my way was 
not working; I needed God's direc-
tion. I called a friend who attended 
the Universal Church, and He ad-
vised me to go to the nearest branch 
and ask for help. I went there on a 
Friday Deliverance Service and was 
advised and guided by people gen-
uinely willing to help me. I applied 
all the advice I received and replaced 
my negative habits with positive hab-
its, such as meditating on the Word 
of God. It was not easy, as I was not 
used to doing these things, but my 
Faith empowered me to stick to my 
decision and keep coming.
 Persevering, I developed a 
relationship with God, and His pres-
ence �lled my emptiness. Today I no 
longer depend on any drug to 'feel at 
peace' because I have real peace from 
Him.    -Marcos Moreira-Marcos Moreira
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FENTANYL CRISIS
 
 Fentanyl has been on the rise in the US 
in recent years. On top of being one of the dead-
liest drugs the nations encountered, according to 
the DEA, Fentanyl has been spreading and 'poi-
soning' communities all over the US- from large 
metropolitan areas to rural America.

�e DEA seized more than 57.9 million fentan-
yl-laced pills across the US only in 2022. Still, 
unfortunately, more than 71,000 deaths that 
year were linked to fentanyl overdoses and drug 
poisoning. Many of these deaths came without 
intending to take fentanyl, but the drug was un-
knowingly traced with it. �ese deaths could have 
been avoided by simply not taking drugs, but for 
addicts, overcoming a habit comes with much 
di�culty.

When we look at the word 'addiction' in Latin, 
it is a term for 'enslaved by' or 'bound to. Addic-
tions can be so strong that it distorts an addict's 
ability to make decisions regarding their life. But 
however tricky it may be to overcome, it is not 
impossible, especially with the help of God.

Are you or a loved one struggling with addiction? 
Do you fear falling victim to this drug but have 
no strength to quit? What if I told you there is 
a place where you can be strengthened, renew 
your con�dence, and regain the power to make 
decisions and beat the addiction? You, too, can 
overcome addiction! Continue reading, see how 
others overcame, and visit a Universal Church 
near you.

BEATING DEPRESSION

“Understand that the 
battle is spiritual, 
and the family must 

spirit."

THROUGH THE POWER OF FAITH

 Depression is an illness of the soul 
that you can only cure through the power 
of Faith. Who, other than the Savior of 
Souls, can heal the soul? What medicine 
can we use to cure that which is spiritual?      
 Every Friday, at every Universal 
Church, we have a service for spiritu-
al cleansing against depression. Make a 
Chain of Prayer by attending a prayer 
meeting for seven consecutive weeks. You 
will receive practical advice and spiritual 
help through prayers to overcome. 
 �ere are thousands of testimo-
nials worldwide that prove a Chain of 
Prayer works. You CAN have a new be-
ginning. You, too, can defeat depression.
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We were born to be free. Freedom 
gives us the right to choose how we 
live—the right to be free grants each 

of us the space to make our own choices. Un-
like freedom, pris-
on takes away all 
rights.

There is not 
only physical pris-
on. There is also 
spiritual prison.

Many have 
no idea they live 
in a spiritual pris-
on and depend 
on addictions, evil 
feelings, sins, pornography, abusive relation-
ships, medication, fear, guilt, or grudge. These 
are just a few of the many other types of spiritual 
prisons.

If you are feeling the pain of being hand-
cuffed to sin, I want you to understand that 
you were born free, and God granted your right 
when He gave His son to die for all of us.

Read the verse below:

“So if the Son sets you 
free, you will be free in-

deed.” 
John 8:36

The word of God takes the 
person out of spiritual prison, frees 
him from the most afflicted state 
he can find himself in, and gives 
him the privilege of salvation.

Believe in the word of God with faith, and 
this is the first step toward the freedom you de-
sire.
May the God of the Bible bless you!

Invisible Prison

Janaína Alves was a teenager full of dreams and 
friends. At age 15, she started drinking beer and spirits 
at clubs and used marijuana. She did not imagine that 
“enjoyment” would lead her to live on the streets years 
later.

First came the weekly drunken episodes, but they 
were a laughing matter back then. Then, when I turned 
18, I tried cocaine. I needed to be home by midnight, 
but I was drunk, and my mum would notice. Then 
one person offered me cocaine to cut the ‘high’ off the 
drink, and it worked.

To keep having fun, I used ever-increasing doses 
of cocaine. Gradually, my life began to revolve around 
parties with friends. I stopped studying and quit my 
job.

I thought I controlled the situation until I used 
crack at age 24. Since I had no money, I stole and sold 
drugs to support my habit. My condition worsened af-
ter I was arrested. I missed my family a lot, and I prom-
ised I would change.

After eight months, I got out of prison and, encour-
aged by my mother, agreed to go to a rehabilitation 
clinic. There they gave me a lot of medicine. I lived 
doped. When I left, I started using twice as many drugs 
and ended up on the streets. I feared being arrested 
again, so I started prostituting myself to use drugs. I 
contracted syphilis, had sores all over my body, lost my 
teeth, and didn’t shower.

I smoked more than 60 crack stones in a single day. I 
remember the dark days when I would look for food in 
the garbage cans. I even lost my voice because I smoked 
crack in steel wool. Where I lived, it is possible to find 
drugs of all prices, which ties the addict; It’s hell. When 
I was homeless, I had three children, and they were left 
with my mother.

It seemed that his “hell” had no end. However, one 
day, in desperation, I asked for help from the cars pass-
ing by the avenue I was on. I couldn’t sleep; I couldn’t 
take that life anymore. I threw myself in front of vehi-
cles until one person stopped. The person took me to 
my mother’s house and offered me a bath and food. 
When I got into his car, I wanted to steal the stereo, but 
he started talking about God; he said there was a way 
out of my situation, which gave me hope.

He invited me to the Universal Church, and I de-
cided to go. I remember the Pastor told me to open my 
heart to God. I didn’t know what that was, but I asked 
to be healed. So I started using my faith. I learned that 
God gave us the authority to cast out the evil of ad-
diction. It wasn’t easy, I even had a relapse at first, but 
it’s been four years since I’ve been cured, and I don’t 
want to use drugs anymore. I now have contact with 
my three children, aged 13, 9, and 5.

Today, at 31, Janaina does evangelistic work with 
people who want to overcome drug addiction. Further-
more, she completed her high school education and is 
self-employed. “I am very grateful to God for every-
thing that has happened in my life and for having put 
these people to help me. My goal is to show that there 
is a way out for those who are addicted.”

ADDICTIONS LED ME TO THE STREETS
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TThe Universal Church in Har-
lem held its Sunday Gather-
ing of Faith and Miracles at 

the AMC Magic Johnson �eatres in 
Harlem, New York. 
It was the Sunday of Peace Sunday of Peace - Pastor 
Luiz reminded the congregation of 
the scripture, "Peace I leave with you, "Peace I leave with you, 
My peace I give to you; not as the My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid." John 14:27   be afraid." John 14:27   

He then called all the Attendees to 
the altar, whose "heart was troubled," 
who received bad news and felt hope-
less. Pastor Luiz and the Assistants 
then prayed that the Attendees would 
receive true "Peace" in all areas of their 
lives. Pastor Luiz encouraged the At-
tendees to use their Faith, for without 
Faith, it's impossible to please God. 
As well as to continue resisting the 
devil because, as the scripture states, 
"… Resist the devil, and he will �ee "… Resist the devil, and he will �ee 
from you." James 4:7from you." James 4:7

Pastor Luiz then blessed the attendee's 
water, who prayed that the Attendees 
would receive "Peace" in their lives. 
He prayed that all Attendees would 
�nd "Peace" in their health, �nances, 
family life, and all other areas. �e At-
tendees then took three (3) sips of the 
blessed water utilizing their Faith and 
believing in their healing. 

TestimonyTestimony
Ms. Equasia noted that her heart had 
been troubled before the service be-
cause she had received the bad news 
that her Super had defrauded her. In 
addition, her vehicle was involved in 
a multi-collision accident. As a result, 
she has been hounded by O�cers 
about property damage loss in the 
six (6) �gure range. After the prayer, 
she testi�ed to feeling much better 
and that she will put her "Faith in the 
God she serves" and "Putting it All in 
God's Hands." 

Prayer for the FamilyPrayer for the Family  
Bishop Carlos then prayed for the At-
tendees and their Families, that they 
would �nd "Peace" in their families 
wherever there are. He suggested to 
the Attendees to pray for the family 
member that causes the most prob-
lems or causes the most tears. He 
asked God to free their family mem-
bers from diseases, depression, and 
separation, for those in the hospitals 
sick and those lost in the streets. Bish-
op Carlosalso prayed for the Attend-
ees to have a blessed family - "Peace 
and salvation upon all the families – 

receive Peace and joy in your houses." 
It is written,  "...Believe in the Lord Je-"...Believe in the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and you will be saved, you sus Christ, and you will be saved, you 
and your household." Acts 16: 31and your household." Acts 16: 31
  
Consecration of Teen and Young Consecration of Teen and Young 
Adults Adults 
All the Teens and Young Adults were 
then called to the altar to be bless-
ed and consecrated to God by Pas-
tor Gino, the Pastor in charge of the 
Youth Ministry. Pastor Gino prayed 
that the youths would be blessed and 
protected on their journey in life. He 
also told the youths that he and the 
coordinators were there for them. To 
help navigate them through the strug-
gles they may be facing, He and the 
coordinators have already faced the 
issues the youths currently face and 
were able to overcome them.  

�e Message �e Message 
�e message for the day was con-
veyed by Pastor Luiz from John 16:33  John 16:33 
"�ese things I have spoken to you, "�ese things I have spoken to you, 
that in Me you may have peace. In the that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world, you will have tribulation; but world, you will have tribulation; but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world."world."

PPastor Luiz noted that we have begun 
the seven (7) Sundays and Wednes-
days of the  "Journey towards Pente-"Journey towards Pente-
cost."cost." He reminded the congregation 
that, as our Lord Jesus said, if we are 
with Him, we must overcome the trib-
ulations/problems we experience. We 
should not surrender to tribulations, 
i.e., anxiety, fear, doubts, depression, 
and chaos. Once we have the "Peace" 
our Lord promises, we must also learn 
how to maintain this peace within.

�e scripture notes – "Cease from an-"Cease from an-
ger and forsake wrath; Do not fret--it ger and forsake wrath; Do not fret--it 
only causes harm. For evildoers shall only causes harm. For evildoers shall 
be cut o�; But those who wait on the be cut o�; But those who wait on the 
Lord, �ey shall inherit the earth." Lord, �ey shall inherit the earth." 
Psalm 37: 8-9.Psalm 37: 8-9.  Pastor advised the con-
gregation to be mindful and vigilant 
about sinning while in anger. We can 
be angry but should not sin by letting 
the seed of evil take root in our hearts. 
We need to "watch and pray" to keep 
our hearts clean and keep an eye on 
the company we keep but even more 

so on our hearts which can be our 
greatest downfall. 

We need to learn to forgive others who 
have done us evil, even if it's di�cult 
if we want to maintain the "Peace" we 
have received. Give God the anger, 
grudges, and rage towards others, and 
God will give us the "Peace" we need. 
Give others the "Peace" we have re-
ceived so that they too may be trans-
formed and change and receive that 
"Peace" inside. "For yet a little while "For yet a little while 
and the wicked shall be no more; In-and the wicked shall be no more; In-
deed, you will look carefully for his deed, you will look carefully for his 
place, But it shall be no more. But the place, But it shall be no more. But the 
meek shall inherit the earth, And shall meek shall inherit the earth, And shall 
delight themselves in the abundance delight themselves in the abundance 
of peace." Psalm 37:10-11of peace." Psalm 37:10-11

Pastor Luiz also reminded us not to 
envy the evildoers because they seem 
to be doing great in life and succeed-
ing. Instead, we should remember the 
words of our Lord Jesus –  "�ere is "�ere is 
no peace," says the LORD, "for the no peace," says the LORD, "for the 
wicked. Isaiah 48:22 wicked. Isaiah 48:22   So no mat-
ter how much the evildoer seems to 
be striving, they are not at "Peace." 
God brought us to His house to have 
peace – listen to the voice of God over 
the voice of the devil. Only God can 
change our lives. 

Pastor Luiz then called to the al-
tar all the Attendees presently going 
through tribulations in life where they 
are thinking of returning evil for evil, 
who have grudges and cannot forgive. 
Pastors Luiz and Roger prayed that 
the attendees would be delivered from 
the resentments, anger, rage, and hurt 
they may be going through. �ey 
prayed that the Attendees would �nd 
"Peace" regardless of the situation/cir-
cumstances they were in. Pastor Rog-
er reiterated to the congregation that 
with "Peace" within, one could over-
come the tribulations outside. Pas-
tor Luiz advised the congregation to 
"Hold your peace – God is with you." 

Pastor Luiz also prayed for the tithe 
and o�ering givers, reminding the 
Attendees to give their best and put 
their trust in our Lord Jesus. He re-
minded us of the blessings our Lord 
Jesus Christ performed while preach-
ing to the multitudes and needed to 
feed them with only �ve (5) loaves 
and two (2) small �shes. Our Lord 
Jesus multiplied the o�ering that was 
given to feed the multitudes and still 
had a surplus. . "So they all ate and "So they all ate and 
were �lled, and they took up twelve were �lled, and they took up twelve 
baskets full of remaining fragments. baskets full of remaining fragments. 
Now those who had eaten were about Now those who had eaten were about 

�ve thousand men, besides women �ve thousand men, besides women 
and children." Matt 14:20.and children." Matt 14:20.
  
New AttendeesNew Attendees  
Ms. Joy was invited to service Sunday 
through the Street Evangelism Min-
istry. She noted that she enjoyed the 
service, and the message she took with 
her was that "She needs to give more 
time to God." Make God a priority. 

Ms. Jenny was also invited to today's 
service by the Street Evangelism Min-
istry Sunday while walking by the 
venue. She left the service with the 
message of "forgiveness," learning to 
forgive so you can be forgiven and 
�nd your "Peace."

Ms. Willene also came to service to-
day through the Street Evangelism 
Ministry Sunday. While passing the 
venue, she heard the gospel music and 
needed to �nd a church that would 
feed her spiritually. She was on her 
way to get her hair done but came in. 
She enjoyed the service and believed 
she had found what she sought in this 
church and would return. �e mes-
sage that resonated with her today 
was having "Peace," peace of mind, 
and letting go of the anger which will 
destroy your peace.

--Universal News--

April 16th, 2023 - Sunday of Peace  
AMC MAGIC JOHNSON THEATRES AMC MAGIC JOHNSON THEATRES 

SUNDAY GATHERING OF 
FAITH AND MIRACLES IN 

HARLEM, NY  

PLEASE 
SCAN THIS 
QR CODE 

FOR MORE
 INFO
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Jonatas was born into 
an evangelical home. 
His mother took 

him to church. He says, 
however, that he moved 
away from the Presence of 
God as he  grew up. "My 
parents divorced, and I 
sought ways to fill my void. 
I couldn't understand why 
my family wasn't more 
complete."

Although he still went 
to the Universal Church 
with his mother, Jonatas 
says he transformed into 
someone else when he 
went to his father's house. 
At 14, he got acquainted 
with alcohol and started 
snorting cocaine. "When 
the drink no longer 
brought the effects I had 
hoped for, I wanted to 
try other drugs, such as 

marijuana and the mix 
(marijuana mixed with 
crack).

Afterward, Jonatas started 
watching stadium football 
matches: "I went out into 
the streets to harm others. 
I was angry with rival fans. 
I wanted to kill people, all 
because of football."

In addition to addictions 
and financial problems, 
Jonatas had difficulties in 
his romantic relationships. 
He once started dating a 
woman, and before long, 
the two moved in together, 
got married, and had a 
daughter. "My ex-wife 
asked me to cut down on 
drug use. She knew about 
my addictions but didn't 
know the intensity and 
how much I used drugs. I 
wasted my money and hers 
too. I stopped using drugs 
for a few days, but it was 
even more excessive when 
I started using them again. 
I took my daughter with 
me to the crack house." 

Because of the wild life, 
Jonatas was unstable 
at work and constantly 
changing jobs. "Everything 
I put my hands on went 
wrong and didn't prosper," 
he declares.

In addition to using drugs, 
he encouraged others to do 
the same: "I ruined many 
lives. I snorted cocaine 
for 16 years. I had a dirty 
name, and I couldn't pay 
my bills". He says the drugs 
led him to the beginning 
of an overdose. "I went to 
the hospital several times 
because it was horrible. I 
came very close to death."

After a conflict with 
his ex-wife, Jonatas was 
kicked out of the house 
by her: "My first thought 

was to end up on drugs 
and drink. However, God 
spoke to my heart, and 
the Holy Spirit asked me 
to look for a church", he 
reveals. I saw the Universal 
Church's program. Jonatas 
remembered the times he 
went to church with his 
mother.

Jonatas participated in the 
deliverance meetings at 
Universal and got rid of 
addictions and everything 
that kept him away from 
God. "I was baptized in 
water and started to have 
a relationship with God. 
Receiving His Spirit was 
the greatest joy I have ever 
had in my entire life," he 
reports. He apologized to 
anyone he had offended, 
including his ex-wife and 
family.

Today he is married 
to a woman of God 

and his daughter 
lives with the 

couple. "Although 
God has fixed every 

detail of my life, 
there is nothing 
more valuable 

than knowing the 
destiny of my soul. 

I am extremely 
grateful to God for 
my Salvation", he 

concludes.

"I overdosed "I overdosed 
several times..."several times..."

middle spreadcover story
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Ubb is sponsored by the universal church. When you get out, come and look for the universal church that sponsors the ubb!
Call us to find the nearest location to you: 1 (888) 332-4141 or visit us at: www.ulfn.org/locations!  We are here for you.

No matter what you’ve done, or what you’ve been through, you matter. 

*Bp. Joshua now accepts e-messages you can send your name and id # to be added to the ubb contact list.
Send your letter to Bp. Joshua, he will personally read and reply. 

 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074.

*Be sure to include: full name (first/last),inmate id # complete facility name, correct address, city/state, and zip code. 

Universal beyond bars (UBB)
Nationwide schedule

TEXAS

FLORIDA

CALIFORNIA

HAWAII

* If you do not see your unit 
on the UBB schedule yet, do 
not worry. There is still 
an opportunity for you to 
keep in touch with the UBB 
(Universal Beyond Bars) by 
sending your letter to Bishop 
Joshua at: 

7075 SOUTHWEST FWY. 
HOUSTON TX, 77074

You can be sure that Bishop 
Joshua will read and respond 
to your letter. He may also 
attach a Bible Study to it 
so that you can keep your 
mind focused on something 
positive, and stop thinking 
on the negative things. 

If you need anymore 
information about the 
different courses offered 
by the UBB, please get in 
contact with the Chaplain in 
your facility. 

CONTACT US UPON RELEASE: 
1 (888) 691-2291

What Growth Looks Like
It’s funny how in the name of love and 

loyalty, so many are willing to take the 
case for someone – to get themselves 
thrown into seg. Or someplace 

similar. �ey assume responsibility for 
something they didn’t do and purposely 
get into trouble for stu� in the name of 
love, but when it comes to their own life 
– to taking responsibility for their actions 
and for building their future, the control, 
dedication, and focus seem lost. 

“
One of the main signs that someone has 
grown in their mind and is more likely to 
turn their life around is that they or can 
take responsibility for their actions and 
reactions. On the other hand, a person who 
will probably keep ending up in trouble 
tends to blame others for what they do 
and the sticky situations they get into.

For example, suppose you do not 
understand that your short temper and lack 
of patience make you react impulsively. 
In that case, you will always blame the 
other person on the receiving end for the 
damage you do. “You provoked me; that’s 
why I cursed you out. Had you not done 
this, I wouldn’t have done that.” In other 
words, you take zero responsibility for 
your actions.

Suppose you don’t understand that you 
are responsible for your feelings. In that 
case, you may feel unhappy and blame 
everyone else for your unhappiness. You 
hold everybody around you accountable 
for how you think. Of course, unfair 
treatment or behavior should be addressed 
– but it should be managed separately from 
your feelings. 

Yes, others are accountable for their actions, 
but you alone are responsible for how you 

feel. You ultimately decide if you will deal 
with the problem without all the drama, 
without playing the victim, or if you will 
respond with an all-out war.

A grown person takes control of their 
actions and reactions. �ere are many 
things around us that we can’t control, but 
when we understand that we’re responsible 
for ourselves, that is a sign of growth. 

How have you been reacting to situations? 
Is it time to grow some more? Is there ever 
a time to stop growing?

It’s impossible to be mature without being 
responsible.

“IF WE ARE GROWING, WE 
ARE ALWAAYS GOING TO 

BE OUT OF OUR COMFORT 
ZONE.” 

~ JOHN MAXWELL

universal beyond bars 8



Universal beyond bars

You are not alone!

“Nobody Cares about me....” “I’m all alone...” “ Who will ever remember me...?” “It’s OK...”

Have these thoughts been running through your mind? You’re at point where it doesn’t matter anymore, and now you’re simply 
dealing with it. Do not deal with it alone! Write your letter to bp. Joshua, because he will personally read and reply to you. 

* Be sure to include: first/last name, your id number, the facility name, address, along with the city/state/zip code. 
* Send your letter to bp Joshua at: 7075 Southwest,  Freeway. Houston, TX 77074

 Growing up, I 
was a troubled 
youth. I started 
using drugs at 
13, my home 
was destroyed, 
and I had no 
attention from 
my family. It’s 
like they didn’t 

even know I was there. 
 
I had a void inside me, so I decided to hit the 
streets. I found attention from people and 
so-called “friends” I didn’t �nd at home. It 
momentarily made me feel good about myself, 
knowing people “cared” about me. 
 
Of course, living life on the streets wasn’t 
anything good. As time passed, I became 
in�uenced by the people I hung out with, and 
it was for the worst and not the better. 
 

�is lifestyle led me to use drugs. I started using 
marijuana, and it became an instant habit, the 
high at �rst was alright. Still, my curiosity and 
drug addiction escalated when that didn’t do it 
for me. From there, I started using ecstasy pills 
and prescription drugs. Not long after that, I 
moved up to cocaine.  I lived most of my life 
under the in�uence, I was always high, and 

because of my drug addiction, I needed a way 
to support it. I got involved in petty thefts. I 
hadn’t been caught made me almost feel like I 
was “the man.” 
 
My rock bottom was when I left my home for 
several months. Mind you, and I was already 
living this street life for many years. My drug 
addiction had become more intense. 
 
I was hopping from friends’ places to di�erent 
relatives, and it wasn’t easy not knowing where 
to lay my head at night, but I didn’t have the 
strength to stop. I went deeper into drugs and 
crime. 

I began using crystal meth, and my life went 
from bad to worse. I started getting in trouble 
with the law I started getting in trouble with 
other people. I began stealing more and 
committing more crimes. 
 
I had a warrant out for my arrest, and I got 
locked up for my warrant. I remember inside 
the cell, I told God I would change my ways 
if he took me out. I wasn’t committed to what 
I had told God when I got out. I started to 
use drugs again, until one night, hallucinating 
from the drugs, I was losing my mind. 

I decided to go home and asked my mother 

for help because I didn’t want to be like this 
anymore.
 
My mom told me about the UBB (the 
Universal Beyond Bars). I was not too fond of 
the thought of going. I didn’t believe there was 
a God. �e only thing that led me to go was 
the words, “I could receive the help I needed.” 
Eventually, I went, and I was never the same 
the �rst day. I had a genuine peace that I had 
been searching for all my life. 

 

With all my e�ort and commitment, I was 
utterly transformed. God changed my life. I 
was free from every addiction, left the streets, 
and, most importantly, had an experience with 
God. It was the most signi�cant day of my life. 
My mindset changed, how I spoke, and how 
I saw lives changed. I gave my life entirely to 
Christ. Today, I am happy, have peace, am an 
example to my family, and bring joy to my 
mother; she does not have to worry about 
me. I am happily married and serving God. 
I owe it all to God for changing me. He saw 
something I didn’t see in me, and I am grateful 
that I found the UBB because they helped me 
without judging me.

From Trobuled to Saved 

“This lifestyle 
led me to use 
drugs. I started 
using marijuana, 
and it became an 
instant habit, 
the high at first 

was alright.”

~ Justin

Justin would spend multiple days 
throughout the week in bars, and clubs. 

justin today is happily married.
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 4046 WHITE PLAINS RD.,  BRONX, NY 10466
BUFFALO • 1049 BROADWAY AVE., BUFFALO, NY 14212
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave  Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien St Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472 
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |


