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Since faith carries the authority of God to 
set those who believe free, doubt also carries 
the authority for evil to enslave those who 
do not believe. �erefore, the fullness of life 

is only possible when faith is exercised- that is, 
Supernatural faith.

A life based upon faith blocks out all spiritual 
problems. Insomnia, fear, anger, depression, ad-
diction, anguish, constant headaches, suicidal 
desires, complexes, failures in love, and insecurity 
are symptoms of the attacks by evil spirits, De-
mons of doubt.

How many good businesses have been wasted be-
cause of uncertainty? How many marriages have 
been destroyed by a sudden lack of trust? How 
many tragedies have happened because of deci-
sions made in doubt? Only practical faith neutral-
izes the destructive actions that come from doubt.

 Faith has nothing to do 
with practicing religion. Faith 
is an authority given by God 
to be used against all kinds of 
evil acts. With faith, there is 
no uncertainty, fear, or weak-
ness. Instead, there is an abso-

lute assurance that a person will reach what they 
desire.

However, Whoever lives in doubt, waits for luck. 
While it does not come, misfortune takes its place. 
Luck and misfortune come from the same source. 
Life goes by, and there is no promising future for 
its victims.

Doubt is the wife of evil, the mother of failure. 
It is a negative faith. Its objective is to spread ter-
ror, destruction, and death. Faith, however, trans-
forms the present and projects the future. It is the 
divine authority to conquer evil. Nevertheless, it 
needs to be exercised.

I was introduced to the Universal 
Church when I was seven years 
old. My mother started attend-
ing Universal, but I wouldn’t 
say I liked to go. Only on spe-
cial events, when my mother in-
sisted, I would go with her, but 
I paid no attention to anything 
I heard. I believed I didn’t need 
God’s help and could solve my 
problems alone. 
 
As I grew a little older, I began 
feeling a sense of sadness and 
emptiness. I was afraid that I 

was falling into depression and 
would go through what my sister 
went through with this disease. I 
didn’t talk to anyone about how 
I felt. Even though my sister 
had achieved healing within the 
church, I was still very resilient.
 
At 16, my depression worsened, 
I constantly su�ered from pan-
ic attacks, and I was even afraid 
to lie down because I thought 
I would die in my sleep. De-
pression and the fear of dying 
tormented me so much that I 
tried to alleviate this su�ering 
by changing my thoughts, read-
ing books, and meditating, but 
nothing worked.
 
People around me didn’t under-
stand what depression was. �ey 
thought it was a momentary 
sadness, but it was something I 

couldn’t control. Until one day, 
at the height of my su�ering, I 
remembered the times I went to 
church with my mother and saw 
people being healed. So I decid-
ed to get help and began attend-
ing church with my mother.
 
From that day on, I fully im-
mersed myself in the word of 
God, attended services, and put 
everything the pastor said into 
practice. After making the chains 
of prayer, I received the cure for 
my depression and no longer 
su�ered from panic attacks. I 
continued �rm in my faith, at-
tending the services. I eventual-
ly received the Holy Spirit, and 
true peace �lled my interior. �e 
emptiness I felt was gone, and 
now I am �lled with God’s pres-
ence.
    - Susana Ortega  - Susana Ortega  
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“ I THOUGHT I WOULD DIE IN MY SLEEP...”

Symptoms of evil attacks
 
 We have all heard stories of people hav-
ing paranormal experiences: seeing shadows, 
hearing voices, feeling something choking or 
touching them as they sleep, sleep paralysis, etc. 
But the question is, do evil spirits exist or are 
these stories just “make-believe”? 
 In reality, there is a spiritual realm in 
which we cannot see with our physical eyes—a 
realm in which there is a daily battle between 
good and evil for our souls. Spiritual attacks 
are real, and those who have experienced such 
events can testify to this.
 Statistics say that more than 50% of 
Americans have experienced some form of Spiri-
tual Attack. However, many fear speaking about 
their paranormal experiences because they fear 
that no one would believe them if they did.
 Evil is constantly looking for lives to 
attack and destroy. �ey target those who are 
weak in their communion with God and faith 
because they know that the weaker our relation-
ship with God, the farther away we are from 
God’s protection. 
 When there is obedience to God’s word, 
vigilance, and a constant exercise of faith, sur-
prise attacks from evil become neutralized. Only 
spiritual weapons can overcome evil spirits. Are 
you going through spiritual attacks? Come and 
discover these spiritual weapons on Fridays at 
Universal Church near you. 

BEATING DEPRESSION

“ The fullness 
of life is only 
possible 
when faith is 
exercised.”

 Depression is an illness of the soul 
that you can only cure through the power 
of Faith. Who, other than the Savior of 
Souls, can heal the soul? What medicine 
can be used to cure that which is spiritual?       
 Every Friday, at every Universal 
Church, we have a service for spiritu-
al cleansing against depression. Make a 
Chain of Prayer by attending the prayer 
meeting for seven consecutive weeks. You 
will receive practical advice as well as spir-
itual help through the power of prayers to 
overcome depression. We have thousands 
of testimonials worldwide that prove a 
Chain of Prayer works.
 Just because you may be struggling 
right now, it doesn’t mean the only option 
left is ending it all. You CAN have a new 
beginning. You, too, can defeat depres-
sion.

In addition to being afraid to sleep, Susana Ortega su�ered from panic attacks and depression. In addition to being afraid to sleep, Susana Ortega su�ered from panic attacks and depression. 
She thought she would die, but everything changed when she came to the Universal Church She thought she would die, but everything changed when she came to the Universal Church 

and decided to give her life to God. Continue reading to see her story.and decided to give her life to God. Continue reading to see her story.
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" I HAD FOUR SURGERIES, YET, I 
WAS STILL IN PAIN...” 

the doctors found out she 
had appendicitis. "Right after 
that, they took me to surgery 
to remove the appendix. I 
also learned that I had 
bacteria which the 
doctors needed to clean. I was released, and even at home, I continued feeling severe 
pain and had to be readmitted to the hospital. en I needed a second surgery due to 
the bacteria. Antibiotics did not help, and the pain was constant. After one week, the 
doctor said that there were two more bacteria. I had a third surgery, which was more 
complicated because my intestines were weak." Tired of the situation, Luana decided to 
manifest her faith. Luana's parents also supported her in the church, praying for her 
and going to the altar to trust and depend on God.
"I needed a fourth surgery, but I had made a vow with God this time. 
When the doctors opened my abdomen, my intestine was
 normal, with no perforation or infection. 
Today I am healthy and blessed!

    In March 2019, Luana felt 
severe abdominal pain. She 
sought medical help, and 
after having done the exams, 
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Atopic dermatitis took over Chris-
tian Santana’s entire body. 

Healing occurred through faith in 
the power of God.

At just one-year old, Christian 
Sales Santana, now one year and eight 
months old, began to suffer from atop-
ic dermatitis that spread throughout his 
body. His mother, hairdresser Denise 
Sales, 35, says it all started when he felt 
burning and itching: “he woke up with a 
red spot in his left armpit. He scratched 
the area and cried a lot because he felt 
pain. I took him to the doctor, and the 
suspicion was that it was fungus. I did 
the indicated treatment, and it only got 
worse”.

This treatment lasted about 15 days, 
with several visits to the doctors, as it 
had no effect, and they did not find out 
the problem. “It was a desperate mo-
ment. We didn’t know what to do in that 
situation because, although we went to 
the hospital, we weren’t sure what he had 
to be able to give him the proper treat-
ment”, explains 
Denise.

When they fi-
nally identified the 
illness that afflict-
ed the baby, the 
allergy had already 
spread to various 
body parts. To 
control and mon-
itor it, the doctors 
kept him hospi-
talized. “Doctors 
said that the prob-
lem was incurable 
and, therefore, they wanted to follow up 
closely to ease the inflammation. They 
also said he would not be completely 
healed, and the sickness would be on 
and off,” she says.

It was days of suffering, pain, and 
worries. “He cried and sweated a lot, and 
I had to change his clothes six to seven 
times a day. He felt a lot of pain because 
it was like burns. The worst moment was 
the shower. It was torture for him; he 
was screaming in pain,” she recalls.

Denise reports that, as a mother, this 
was one of the worst moments and re-
members several nights awake due to his 
pain and crying: “he didn’t sleep well, 
day or night, because of the pain, and 
this also ended up affecting his food. My 
feeling was helplessness. I wanted to help 
and didn’t know how. In the face of all 
that, I just thought: how will I have a 
child suffering his whole life in the hos-
pital?”

Amid all the suffering and an irre-
versible sce-
nario for 
m e d i c i n e , 
Denise de-
cided to use 
her faith in 
favor of her 
son’s health: 
“with the di-
agnosis that 
the disease 
had no cure, 
I decided 
to fight be-
cause God is 
the God of 
the Impossi-
ble and He took all our pains and infir-
mities on the cross. So, I didn’t accept 
seeing my son that way, and I started 
doing the chain of prayer for healing on 
Tuesdays”.

In addition to prayers, she also used 
the consecrated oil, determining Chris-

tian’s healing, which 
happened in a way 
that surprised the 
doctors. “He was 
discharged very 
quickly, something 
the doctors did not 
expect. The miracle 
happened when I 
decided not to ac-
cept that the disease 
was incurable and 
irreversible. I used 
my faith as instruct-
ed by the pastor, 

and in seven days, he got healed. I thank 
God for Christian’s healing because he 
wouldn’t be healed today if it weren’t for 
Him and my faith. People who suffer 
from illnesses that doctors say cannot 
be cured need to fight with God at the 
Altar; in this way, they will get healed”.

If you are also facing a difficult time 
in your life or have a family member suf-
fering from the pain of an illness, believe 
me: nothing is impossible for God.

Participate in the chain of prayer for 
healing every Tuesday at a Universal 
Church near you.

HIS DESTINY WAS TO LIVE 
WITH THIS SICKNESS

Can you imagine getting an offi-
cial invitation in the mail with the 
following:

“Get up close and personal with 
your favorite movie star.”

“Get up close and personal with 
your favorite basketball ball player.”

You would have the privilege of 
traveling with them, asking any 

questions, and of course, getting 
your souvenirs autographed!

Would you ever reject such an in-
vitation? I doubt it!

Take a look at this invitation:
Do not be afraid or discouraged, 

for the LORD will personally go 

ahead of you. He will be with you; 
he will neither fail nor abandon 
you.” (Deut. 31:8 NLT)

This Bible verse above invites you 
to trust and believe in the Power of 
the Word of God! For you to allow 
Him to get up close and personal 
with you.

Accept this invitation and allow 
Him to go 
before you! 
He will be 
with you; 
He will 
neither fail 
nor aban-
don you.

N o w 
w h i c h 
p r o b l e m 
can stand 
before you 

when the 
God of the Bible is in front of you?

This is the advantage of allowing 
God to be up close and personal 
with you!

May the God of the Bible bless 
you.
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How does one �nd happiness after land-How does one �nd happiness after land-
ing in depression? Some people surround ing in depression? Some people surround 
themselves with friends, while others try to themselves with friends, while others try to 
keep busy. Continue reading to �nd out keep busy. Continue reading to �nd out 
how Jackie Fearon dealt with this unwant-how Jackie Fearon dealt with this unwant-
ed feeling.ed feeling.
 
I su�ered from depression after having 
broken up with my former partner, with 
whom I was in an 18-year relationship. 
During our time together, I invested a lot 
in the relationship. Everything hit me hard 
after the breakup; I started isolating myself 
and wouldn’t go out as often. �ere was 
even a point when I tried counseling. But 

it did not help.
 A colleague at work noticed how 
gloomy I looked. On Mondays, that col-
league always gave me the weekly newspa-
pers from the Universal Church to read. 
I wasn’t too keen at �rst, but soon after, I 
decided to attend church during a Sunday 
morning service.
  I felt broken inside. I wanted a 
change but was not ready to receive help 
during my �rst visit. �e advisors tried 
speaking with me, but I kept to myself. 
However, the more I came, the more I felt 
ready to open up. I was prepared to learn 
and receive.
 I was constantly feeling sad; de-
pressed. I decided to make a prayer chain 
on Fridays for spiritual cleansing because I 
knew I would have to remove the negativ-
ity around me to feel happy. I also made a 
chain of prayer on Wednesdays and Sun-
days. �ese meetings helped to strengthen 
my faith. �e Sunday meetings, in partic-
ular, empowered me; I would always learn 
something new. As a result, my character 
began changing. Eventually, I saw an inner 
change.
 Today, I am happy. I am also �lled 

with joy and guidance from attending the 
services. Not to mention, I am now an as-
sistant at the Universal Church. I now have 
the privilege of helping others. Depression 
no longer controls me. I have my life back!
 I advise those who come to the ser-
vices to come ready to receive and hear 
something which can change their life, 
even if it’s just one word. Regardless if you 
have been attending the church for years, 
come with this attitude, and God will 
speak to you.

    -Jackie Fearon

DEFEAT DEPRESSION
You don’t have to learn to live with depression 
or manage it as though it were a life sentence. 
The power of God can transform your life and 
free you from depression. So, whatever your 
current situation or past, never give up hope. 

Universal Church near you on Friday for our 
Spiritual Cleansing service and learn how to 

defeat depression once and for all.

--Universal News--

“EMPOWERED TO BEAT DEPRESSION”  

At the Universal At the Universal 
Church near youChurch near you

At the Universal At the Universal 
Church near youChurch near you
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Juliana Thaler explains that 
her life hung by a thread 
several times. "I tried to kill 

myself on two occasions. I had 
anxiety and obsessive-compulsive 
disorder (OCD). I couldn't get 
along with anyone, and I was a 
very complicated person. I was 
even referred to be admitted to a 
psychiatric clinic," she recalls.

Juliana grew up in the Universal 
Church listening to the Word of 
God but walked away from the 
Presence of the Lord Jesus when 
she was only 13. Her parents 
moved out of town, and she 
stopped going to church.

The immaturity in faith and the 
problems in adolescence led to 
depression. "I stopped believing 
in God. I started looking for an 
explanation for everything that 
happened in my life in different 
religions and, as I didn't find it, I 
discredited everything," she says.

Her family was going through 
financial difficulties, as she faced 
problems with alcoholism, fights, 
and arguments, which made 
everyone suffer a lot. Juliana 
became a sad, rebellious, and 
empty teenager. "When I heard 
from a close family member that 
they wanted me dead, it provoked 
me, and I attempted suicide for 
the first time."

After the first suicide attempt, 
Juliana developed obsessive-
compulsive disorder (OCD) 
and began to see shadows and 
hear voices. In addition, she 

suffered from severe headaches. 
In moments of a nervous 
breakdown, Juliana describes 
that she banged her head against 
the wall due to the despair and 
bitterness in her heart. Under the 
influence of her father, she says 
that she dated a boy who made 
her suffer a lot. "I went through 
an abusive relationship. It would 
have been better if I hadn't even 
started this courtship."

Juliana had a stable financial 
life, traveled to several countries, 
and studied at one of the best 
universities in the country. 
However, she still hadn't found 
something capable of filling her 
void. "I looked at everything I 
had achieved, but nothing made 
me happy. At that moment, I 
attempted suicide for the second 
time."

In addition to Juliana's problems, 
her friendships influenced her to 
do things contrary to her faith. 
"I had friends who took me to 
clubs, parties, and concerts. We 
were walking the streets at dawn 
because we all had insomnia," she 
says. Juliana says that her mother 
fought for her life for years. She 
prayed and made resolutions, but 
Julianna kept her distance from 
her family.

During a training session with the 
university team where she studied, 
Juliana was invited to participate 
in a Youth Power Group meeting 
from the Universal Church. "After 
the first meeting I attended at the 
YPG, and through the chains of 

prayer on Fridays for deliverance, 
my life began to change. I began 
to have communion with God. 
I understood the importance of 
reading the Word of God and 
was baptized in water. I did the 
purpose of the Fast of Daniel and 
received the Holy Spirit," she 
reports.

Juliana became a new person. 
Today she is an assistant and 
brings intelligent faith to her 
university colleagues. "I am 
happy, complete, and fulfilled. I 
have a good relationship with my 
family and blessed life in every 
way, but the main thing is that the 
Lord Jesus will always be my First 
and Only Love", she concludes.

am i under a am i under a 
spiritual attack?spiritual attack?

SYMPTOMS OF 
EVIL ATTACKS

Paranormal activity Fear

Seeing shadows Paranoia

Nightmares House is haunted

Seeing the dead Addictions

There is a root to every 
problem.No issue can be 
dealt with permanently 

without removing its root. 
You can be temporarily 
relieved from any situation. 
Still, the source has to be 
cut off for you to experience 
complete freedom. Strong, 
prayerful support is provided 
every Friday for anyone 
facing a problem influenced 
by negativity.

If you recognize that you 

have the symptoms above, 
attend the meetings on 
Fridays at the Universal 
Church nearest you. They 
are dedicated to everyone 
who suffers from spiritual 
disturbances, depression, 
addictions, inexplicable and 
incurable diseases, among 
other problems.

See the back page for 
locations. 

"I am happy, 
complete, and 

fulfilled...
The Lord Jesus will 
always be my First 

and Only Love."

Jocimar says he almost 
condemned his soul 
to eternal suffering 

when he thought about 
taking his own life. It all 
started with an excellent 
job offer he received in 
his youth. At 17, he had a 
high salary at the time, and 
even so, he was constantly 
dissatisfied. "Even with 
little knowledge, I 
earned more than many 
graduates. I supported the 
house and had the life that 
many wanted: with money 
and many friends. I would 
go out drinking and pay 
everyone's bills, but when 
I was alone, I was sad," he 
says.

This situation got worse 
when, suddenly, he lost 
his job. "I got laid off, 
and before long, I had no 
money and no friends, 
and everything started to 
go wrong. So I went into 
depression. It was a tough 
period. My mother was 
behind me 24 hours a day 
because I showed signs 
that I would do something 
crazy."

He remembers that he 
tried to hide his feelings 
from people close to him, 
but the symptoms did not 
let him forget his diagnosis. 
"I always had headaches 
and dizziness, and I cried 
a lot. I was desperate, and 
I wanted to kill myself. 
People would ask how I 
was doing, and I would say 
I was fine, as I didn't want 
them to think I was crazy. 

My mother always 
asked me crying 
not to kill myself," 
he says.

He says depression 
made him nervous and 
quarrelsome: "I was a 
troublemaker and drank a 
lot. I fought with someone, 
and I tried to take his life. 
The plan was to kill him 
and then commit suicide. 
I didn't see a solution to 
problems and didn't think 
about my soul. I thought 
that after death, everything 
was over, but God had 
other plans for my life".

Jocimar was invited to 
attend a meeting at the 
Universal Church and, 
despite prejudice, decided 
to go. He says he soon 
changed his mind: "I 
decided to come back the 
other day and the next 
because the headaches had 
disappeared." This way, 
he gained a foothold in 
the chains of prayer for 
deliverance. He got rid of 
depression, nervousness, 

and the desire for suicide.

Obeying the Word of 
God, he was baptized in 
water. He understood the 
importance of having the 
Holy Spirit to guarantee 
eternity with God.

"After abandoning sin 
and giving my life to 
God, I received the Holy 
Spirit, and, finally, my 
soul found joy in life." He 
guarantees that there is a 
massive difference between 
Jocimar, who went into 
depression because of 
losing his job, and the one 
who received the Holy 
Spirit.

"My soul was attached to 
material things, and today 
it is attached to God. 
Jesus said our kingdom is 
not here, and our home 
will be in heaven. So my 
priority is to stand firm 
with Him. I am successful, 
but I can lose everything I 
have. I just cannot lose my 
Salvation", he concludes.

"i was desperate "i was desperate 
and i wanted to and i wanted to 
kill myself..."kill myself..."

"After abandoning sin 
and giving my life to 

God, I received the Holy 
Spirit, and, finally, my 
soul found joy in life."
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and then commit suicide. 
I didn't see a solution to 
problems and didn't think 
about my soul. I thought 
that after death, everything 
was over, but God had 
other plans for my life".

Jocimar was invited to 
attend a meeting at the 
Universal Church and, 
despite prejudice, decided 
to go. He says he soon 
changed his mind: "I 
decided to come back the 
other day and the next 
because the headaches had 
disappeared." This way, 
he gained a foothold in 
the chains of prayer for 
deliverance. He got rid of 
depression, nervousness, 

and the desire for suicide.

Obeying the Word of 
God, he was baptized in 
water. He understood the 
importance of having the 
Holy Spirit to guarantee 
eternity with God.

"After abandoning sin 
and giving my life to 
God, I received the Holy 
Spirit, and, finally, my 
soul found joy in life." He 
guarantees that there is a 
massive difference between 
Jocimar, who went into 
depression because of 
losing his job, and the one 
who received the Holy 
Spirit.

"My soul was attached to 
material things, and today 
it is attached to God. 
Jesus said our kingdom is 
not here, and our home 
will be in heaven. So my 
priority is to stand firm 
with Him. I am successful, 
but I can lose everything I 
have. I just cannot lose my 
Salvation", he concludes.

"i was desperate "i was desperate 
and i wanted to and i wanted to 
kill myself..."kill myself..."

"After abandoning sin 
and giving my life to 

God, I received the Holy 
Spirit, and, finally, my 
soul found joy in life."
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Universal beyond bars (UBB)
Nationwide schedule

TEXAS

FLORIDA

CALIFORNIA

HAWAII

* If you do not see your unit 
on the UBB schedule yet, do 
not worry. There is still 
an opportunity for you to 
keep in touch with the UBB 
(Universal Beyond Bars) by 
sending your letter to Bishop 
Joshua at: 

7075 SOUTHWEST FWY. 
HOUSTON TX, 77074

You can be sure that Bishop 
Joshua will read and respond 
to your letter. He may also 
attach a Bible Study to it 
so that you can keep your 
mind focused on something 
positive, and stop thinking 
on the negative things. 

If you need anymore 
information about the 
different courses offered 
by the UBB, please get in 
contact with the Chaplain in 
your facility. 

CONTACT US UPON RELEASE: 
1 (888) 691-2291

Ubb is sponsored by the universal church. When you get out, come and look for the universal church that sponsors the ubb!
Call us to find the nearest location to you: 1 (888) 332-4141 or visit us at: www.ulfn.org/locations!  We are here for you.

No matter what you’ve done, or what you’ve been through, you matter. 

... Remember you can send your letter to Bp. Joshua, he will personally read and reply. 
Send your letter to: 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074. 

Be sure to include: full name (first/last),inmate id # complete facility name, correct address, city/state, and zip code. 

Are you Under evil attacks? Are you Under evil attacks? 

What is the opposite of  
an attack? The opposite 
of  an attack is defense.
What is the number one 

thing that many people look for today? 

It is protection, safety, peace of  mind, 
etc. Protection gives a person satisfaction 
knowing they are protected and do not have 
to worry about their safety. Who wouldn’t 
want to see that they are safe? Physically 
speaking, however, how can you guarantee 
yourself  safe against spiritual attacks? 

For example, be alert to your surroundings; 
some have security cameras in their homes, 
others have dash cams on their cars, some 
have weapons, and so on. Now, please bring 
it to your spiritual life. How can you ensure 
your safety spiritually? What do you need 
to do to protect against the attacks of  evil? 

You need to be constantly in prayers, 
read God’s word, connect your thoughts 
to Him, obey what is written, seek the 
Holy Spirit, abandon what is a sin, etc.
Look at what the Word of  God says:

“Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.” James 4:7

To be under God’s protection, you must 
submit to His will. If  you do not want 
to be attacked by the devil, you must 
resist doing what is evil. It starts with a 
choice to do so. How? Live a life in Christ 
because you may have peace in Him. 
Your life must be in the hands of  God. 

“These things I have spoken to 
you, that you may have peace in 
Me. In the world, you will have 
tribulation, but be of good 
cheer. I have overcome the 

world.” John 16:33

God gave us the authority in His word 
to overcome the spiritual attacks we face 
in our daily lives. Do you see everything 
connects? First, submit to God and obey 

and lastly, you will receive the authority that 
comes from God to overcome evil attacks. 
“Behold, I give you the authority to trample 
on serpents and scorpions and over all 
the power of  the enemy, and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10:19

It is a step-by-step process; this is a matter of  
faith, and each person must live according 
to their faith. It’s a choice. To overcome 
spiritual attacks, you must choose to be 
close to God so that evil will leave you. 

Whether you are reading this and are a 
regular churchgoer or an unbeliever, I 
say God is with you from this moment! 
Let Him strengthen and comfort you in 
every moment of  crisis from now on, 
and you will not melt inside when you 
hear bad news because, from this point 
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Universal Beyond Bars 
You are not alone!

I am Broken InsIde... 
• I feel misunderstood, I’m only “known” by my inmate #.
• I’m not looked at as a person anymore, just some criminal...

• It would be nice to be apart of society again.

Write to Bp. Joshua: 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074
Include: Full Name/Inmate ID #, Facility Name, Address, City/State, Zip code

Robbing, Gang Banging, and Gun violence was Eli’s life!
Check out his story and see how he overcame!

I used to attend church when I was 
little, but I didn’t feel like I belonged; 
I would go only to please my mother 

because if  I didn’t, she would be shouting 
and screaming at me, and I didn’t want to 
hear it. At 14, I decided to leave the church, 
and I stopped going. My friend introduced 
me to dice. I was gambling. But when I 
would play dice, I felt a sense of  power, 
and it made me feel good to win the money. 

It got to a point where I would steal 
from my mom to play dice. After that, 
I stopped stealing from her and started 
stealing from other people. I would break 
into people’s cars. From breaking into 
vehicles, I broke into houses and stores. 

Eventually, my friends and I became reckless. 
We started robbing people with our bare 
hands, often waiting by the bus stop and 
waiting until someone would pass by punch 
on them and grab whatever they had. 

This “clique” grew, it was only 4 of  us, and it 
became more extensive. We called ourselves 
S.O.S. which stood for stack or starved. 
So, either we get money, or we die. At that 
time, honestly, I didn’t believe in God and 
thought the “God thing” was not for me. 
Eventually, we started rolling with guns. 

I told myself  I was getting older and needed to 
stop living like I was. But, every time I tried to 
leave that life, I felt like I couldn’t because the 
more money it felt like I had more “power.” 

One day I remember getting into a heated 
argument with someone, and my friend and 
I were riding around the neighborhood on 
our bikes and let out some shots at the car. 
Not long after, we heard sirens and came 

Only days later, while I was walking, 

name when I told him I got arrested. 

“
That was the first time I prayed 
sincerely before God. I told Him, look, 
I know I messed up and went down 
the wrong path, but help me out. 
After that prayer, the prosecutor 
made a mistake on my charges; 
because of that mistake, I had to 
return to court, and the judge ended 
up granting me one last chance. 

Still, he told me that if  I messed up again, I 
would have to serve 15 years. That day I was 
in shock and saw that God was real. I couldn’t 
even sleep that night. I promised God that I 

would serve 
Him for 
the rest 
of  my life 
because He 
saved me. 
I let go of  
the wrong 
c o m p a n y 
and left the old life behind. 

The Holy Spirit is like my “cheat code” to 
life. He shows and teaches you greatness 
and helped shape me to be a man of  God. 

He is my guide through life; I’m so 
shocked sometimes looking in the 
mirror and seeing how far I’ve come. 
Now I know God, and the most 

with the Holy Spirit. I am blessed.

Ely Today
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 4046 WHITE PLAINS RD.,  BRONX, NY 10466
BUFFALO • 1049 BROADWAY AVE., BUFFALO, NY 14212
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave  Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |


