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Is it drugs, alcohol, gambling, pornography, 
binge eating, Internet, or lying? No! Man's 
greatest addiction is doing his own will!

Man is addicted to doing their will. �e root of 
this addiction is not in a substance or product but 

in a person's deceitful 
heart (Jeremiah 17.9).

We have got to over-
come it 24 hours a day; 
no wonder why the 
apostle Paul said: I DIE 
DAILY! (1 Corinthians 
15.31), that is, I over-
come this addiction 

day after day. We have to keep our nature dead 
every day by deciding to DO the will of God.

�is addiction manifests itself through the choic-
es, decisions, customs, relationships, and feelings 
people set as priorities, placing God's will in sec-
ond place.

�e Our Father prayer teaches us the way to heav-
en, and the sacri�ce of man's greatest addiction is 
in it, to DECIDE TO DO the will of God.

�is is why many have not yet received 
the Holy Spirit. �ey have not over-
come this addiction: THEIR OWN WILL!  

"I started using drugs when I was 
about ten or twelve. It happened 
out of curiosity, leading me 
to become an addict. I started 
smoking cigarettes and got in-
troduced to marijuana, alcohol, 
pills, and eventually cocaine.
 
When I was fourteen years old, 
consumption was no longer a 
curiosity, but a habit, a routine. 
 I dropped out of school. I had 
a job but lost it, and my family 
no longer trusted me because I 
spent all the money that came 

into my hands to buy drugs. I 
would leave my house for two 
or three days at a time and con-
sume more and more.
 
When I was sixteen years old, I 
had my �rst overdose of pills. For 
me, it was only something new, 
almost like a joke. I told myself, 
"�ese are things that happen; 
it's normal," On that occasion, I 
ended up in the hospital and was 
about to lose my life.
 
�e second overdose I had was 
from cocaine. Around that time, 
my mom was going to the Uni-
versal Church. She invited me 
for three years, but I didn't want 
to seek help because I believed I 
could quit doing drugs whenev-
er I wanted. I thought I was in 

control of the situation but was 
sorely mistaken.
 
On one of those invitations, I 
had a �ashback of when I was 
lying on the �oor due to an over-
dose. So, I decided to come and 
participate in the church meet-
ings. I made a chain of prayer. 
At �rst, I didn't quite under-
stand what they were teaching, 
but I came out di�erently, with 
another way of seeing life. At 
that moment, I understood I 
was wrong and heading down 
the wrong path. I started to leave 
behind bad friendships and quit 
my addiction. Today I no longer 
take drugs; I broke free from the 
addictions. My life has turned 
around for the better."
   - Daniel- Daniel
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"I WAS ABOUT TO LOSE MY LIFE"

Addictions almost ended my 
life, but I overcame addic-
tion...
 "I don't need help; I can quit whenever 
I want to; Only this time…." How many times 
have you heard these phrases? You may have heard 
at least one of these phrases from a family mem-
ber, friend, or even yourself. �ese are common 
phrases that addicts and their loved ones know far 
too well.
 An addiction, in its most basic de�nition, 
is a compulsive or strong inclination to do, use, or 
indulge in something repeatedly which negative-
ly a�ects a person physically, psychologically, or 
socially (Webster Dictionary). �us a person can 
be addicted to a wide variety of things, not just 
drugs and alcohol.
 One of the most common signs to know 
if you have an addiction to something is by see-
ing how you react when you withdraw or abstain 
from that inclination. If you begin to feel anxiety, 
have tremors, and become irritable or nauseous, 
there is a sign that you are an addict.
 No one ever starts o� as a full-blown ad-
dict. Addictions usually start small and can grow 
gradually with time if not controlled or stopped. 
One of the most challenging but crucial steps an 
addict must take to beat an addiction is to admit 
they have a problem and seek help.
  Do you have an addiction or have a loved 
one who an addict? It is not too late to seek help. 
Visit a Universal Church near you today and be-
gin a Chain of Prayer. You will receive spiritual 
support through prayer and practice steps to help 
you overcome your addiction.

BEATING DEPRESSION

“This addiction 
manifests itself 
through the choic-
es, decisions, 
customs, relation-
ships, and feelings 
people set as prior-
ities…. …."

 Depression is an illness of the soul 
that you can only cure through the power 
of Faith. Who, other than the Savior of 
Souls, can heal the soul? What medicine 
can we use to cure that which is spiritual?      
 Every Friday, at every Universal 
Church, we have a service for spiritu-
al cleansing against depression. Make a 
Chain of Prayer by attending the prayer 
meeting for seven consecutive weeks. You 
will receive practical advice and spiritual 
help through the power of prayers to over-
come. �ere are thousands of testimonials 
worldwide that prove a Chain of Prayer 
works. You CAN have a new beginning. 
You, too, can defeat depression.

Already an addict at 14, Daniel thought he would never be able to break free. But when Already an addict at 14, Daniel thought he would never be able to break free. But when 
he found the Universal Church, he found freedom. Continue reading and see how his life he found the Universal Church, he found freedom. Continue reading and see how his life 

changed for the better.changed for the better.
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In July 2017, I started to experience 
severe headaches and a sensation of 
numbness in the tongue and on the 
right side of the body. I went to the 
hospital, where I did various tests. 
en they sent me to a specialist, 
who found, through a CT scan of 
thethe skull, that I was suffering from 
cerebral thrombosis. After three 
days in the hospital, I got 
 discharged, but the situation worsened. I didn't feel like taking a shower; 
I was afraid of being electrocuted in the shower and even going out to the 
house gate. One day I ended up watching a TV program about the 
Universal Church. Everything the pastor said was similar to my 

problems, so I decided to attend the service and seek help from God. 

I had a skin disease which led me to seek 
professional help. e doctors gave me many 

medications which made me dizzy and 
sometimes unable to eat, and my skin was still 
the same. e doctor said I would have to stay 

on this medication for the rest of my life. 
Once I started using my faith in this ministry, 

I decided to stop taking all the medicines I I decided to stop taking all the medicines I 
had. rough my faith, I got healed from the 
skin disease I had. Look at my skin today! It's 

totally restored. I always drink the Divine 
water!

Now I can walk without 
a cane!

DIVINE water32
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  I’m sure you’ve carried a heavy weight 
before. You refused to take multiple 
trips carrying your groceries, moving 
furniture, etc. A heavy weight is no 

breeze to maintain. But what’s even 
worse is having a burden you can’t put 
down, an inner weight that weighs on 
your soul and mind.

Are you familiar with this kind of 
weight? Perhaps you feel it every day 
because of the problems you are fac-
ing. Your family is torn apart, your 
health is deteriorating, and you strug-

gle with depression, anxiety, etc.
Maybe your problem wasn’t list-

ed, but you know the name of your 
weight.

I want to help 
you understand 
that you can let 
go of this burden 
and trade it for a 
new one.

For My yoke is 
easy, and My bur-
den is light.” 

Matt. 11:30
God’s burden 

is not a burden at 
all. When you give your life to God, 
He takes away the burdens of your 
life. He removes the anguish and re-
places it with His light and easy load.

Although problems may come and 
go, you will no longer have that inner 
weight. And that will be like shedding 
a ton!
May the God of the Bible bless you.

LIGHTEN THE LOAD
My parents got separated when I was two years old. My mother and I 

moved to another city to live with a relative. With a lot of effort and work, 
she saved money to rent a space with two rooms, and the bathroom was out-
side. At age 8, I was already going to school alone. In high school, I noticed 
how much I needed the presence of a father”, he reports. At age 11, he says 
that some people he met at school introduced him to drugs. “First marijua-
na, then cocaine and alcohol. At first, it didn’t seem harmful to me, but it 
became a problem over time. I used drugs to fill a void, but the more I used 
them, the more it felt like the void remained. I got into crime, and, at first, 
I practiced petty theft, but then came the robberies of trucks. At 16, I was 
spending all the money I could get on drugs. The more time passed, the more 
I got involved with addictions and criminality.” These problems, however, did 

not prevent him from having sever-
al relationships, and he had five 
children.

Gradually, in addition to ad-
dictions, I began to experience 
depression.

“There was a lot of loneliness 
and a desire to die. I didn’t have 
the strength to change that situ-
ation, and I was already without 
dignity before my family and ac-
quaintances. The coin dropped 
the day I was in front of my son’s 

school, drinking and snorting cocaine; his friend pointed it out to me, and 
my son replied that he didn’t have a father. Even under the influence of drugs, 
that sentence was like an arrow in my heart. It reminded me of everything I 
had gone through in my childhood and how much I missed the presence of a 
father. Shortly after, the person I was in a relationship with wanted to separate 
from me, and my mother wanted to put me in a clinic.”

Turning the page
He reports that, seven years ago, a visit changed everything: “I was at my 

mother’s house when a couple said there was a solution for my situation. It 
was enough for me to seek God. This couple invited me to the Universal 
Church, and I accepted despite not believing it. It was my last chance before 
hospitalization, which my family had already decided. I went on a Sunday, 
and it seemed like the pastor knew my whole story. I approached the Altar in 
tears because I couldn’t take so much suffering anymore.

I finally freed myself; I repented. I was baptized in water and committed 
to seeking baptism with the Holy Spirit. Today I am another man, responsible 
friend, partner, another son, and another husband”. He guarantees that he 
found the peace he was looking for. “The Holy Spirit is my treasure, strength, 
and help. He brings me inner peace amid wars; He is my joy. If before I want-
ed to die, today, because of the Holy Spirit, I want to live and bring life to 
those walking towards death”, he concludes.  Joseph Silva

DRUGS COULD NOT FILL 
THE VOID IN ME
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The Universal Church holds its Sunday 
Crusade of Faith and Miracles at 10 AM 
at AMC Magic Johnson �eaters in Har-

lem, New York. It was the Sunday of Prophecy:

"…Believe His Prophets, and you shall prosper" 2 
Chronicles 20:20

�e Man of God then prophesied blessings, 
healing, and deliverance in the lives of the at-
tendees for all those passing through the "Valley 
of Dry Bones." "He asked me, Son of man, can 
these bones live? (Ezekiel 37:3) 

All the members of Caleb group and the elderly 
in attendance were anointed with the "Blessed 
Oil from Israel" consecrated and blessed during 
the service. Pastor Luis prayed for their healing, 
protection, health, and families. �e pastor then 
invited them to attend a great service dedicated 
to them on Tuesdays at 4 PM at the church.

Pastor Roger led the congregation in prayer for 
their families, asking for their deliverance, bless-
ing, and protection and for them to be in the 
presence of God. 

Pastor Luis spoke about the "Water of Great  "Water of Great 
Miracle" event, which will happen on Sunday, Miracle" event, which will happen on Sunday, 
February 19, 2023, at AMC Magic Johnson February 19, 2023, at AMC Magic Johnson 
�eater, the distribution of the Water from the �eater, the distribution of the Water from the 
Temple of Solomon.Temple of Solomon.

We heard testimonies from members who used We heard testimonies from members who used 
the "Blessed Water" in various areas of their the "Blessed Water" in various areas of their 
lives to see the greatness of God in their lives.lives to see the greatness of God in their lives.

Our greatest riches or asset is our soul. �e Our greatest riches or asset is our soul. �e 
pastor led the congregation in seeking the pastor led the congregation in seeking the 
holy Spirit, reminding the attendees that as holy Spirit, reminding the attendees that as 
much as they invest in their body/health, they much as they invest in their body/health, they 
need to invest in their soul. He invited all who need to invest in their soul. He invited all who 
wanted to give their lives to God to the al-wanted to give their lives to God to the al-
tar and invited them to surrender their lives tar and invited them to surrender their lives 
through water baptism.through water baptism.

--Universal News--

Sunday, February 12th, 2023Sunday, February 12th, 2023

“CRUSADE OF FAITH AND 
MIRACLES IN HARLEM
AMC MAGIC JOHNSON 

THEATERS”  

Our address: AMC Magic Johnson Our address: AMC Magic Johnson 
�eater - 2309 Frederick Douglas �eater - 2309 Frederick Douglas 

Blvd., Harlem, NYBlvd., Harlem, NY

For more information you can �nd For more information you can �nd 
us on Facebook by scanning the QR us on Facebook by scanning the QR 

code to the right code to the right 

Ms. Marie Watkins, a �rst-Ms. Marie Watkins, a �rst-
time attendee at AMC Magic time attendee at AMC Magic 
Johnson �eater, spoke about Johnson �eater, spoke about 
the importance of being in the the importance of being in the 
service to receive the Word and service to receive the Word and 
Spirit. "You can't make it with-Spirit. "You can't make it with-
out God," said Ms. Marie.out God," said Ms. Marie.

Ms. Subrena Phillips Ms. Subrena Phillips received healing from knee pain 
caused by arthritis after using the Blessed Water. 
She also used it to get a job after three months of 

unemployment by using her Faith. 

Ms. Jacqueline FosterMs. Jacqueline Foster used the water on behalf of 
her family member whose wife was suffering from 
fertility issues. By using her Faith and believing in 
the Power of God, she witnessed the wife's preg-
nancy with twins and the safe arrival of the twins 

with their mother.

Ms. Laura Ms. Laura used the Blessed Water to be healed 
and delivered from liver cancer. She received a liver 
transplant in 2020 and restoration of her health.

Ms. ParishMs. Parish used the Blessed Water for her deliver-
ance from witchcraft, which made her confused and 
caused her to lack clarity in her thoughts. She also 
used the Blessed Water to obtain her healing from 
cancer. 

Ms. DeeMs. Dee used the Blessed Water for peace at 
home and unity with a contentious neighbor who 
was causing problems for her. God delivered her 
from this situation and even brought them to-
gether as friends. 

Ms. Elsa LopezMs. Elsa Lopez used the blessed Water to be 
healed from asthmatic attacks that used to cause 
her to call for an ambulance and be hospitalized.

RESULTS OF FAITH
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Geovania went through 
a difficult time as a 
teenager, triggering 

numerous problems throughout 
her youth. It all started when 
she was 13 and lost her father 
in a car accident. Geovania 
made a wrong choice that had 
terrible consequences for her life: 
"revolted by having lost my father, 
I started to use drugs and drink. I 
was the opposite of my cousins, 
and I was always the problem in 
the family."

Two years after the death of 
Geovania's father, the family 
began to face financial difficulties. 
"After my father died, my mother 
started to drink a lot. Because of 
her addiction, things started to 
go missing from the house," she 
recalls.
 
Because of these problems, she 
had to ask for food daily at her 
relatives' house, but only an 
aunt helped. So, tired of that 
humiliating situation, Geovania 
decided to get a job.
 
At 15, Geovania was already 
working, but she was also 
addicted even more. She spent 

sleepless nights 
consuming drugs, 
such as cocaine. 
In addition, she 
used psychotropic 
medicines on her 
own. Because 
of drug use 
and overuse of 

medication, she developed 
mental problems and ended up in 
a psychiatric hospital twice.
 
"I cannot explain the reason for 
my madness. I believe that evil 
convinced people around me 
that I was crazy. In a way, I also 
believed it to be true because 

I accepted that problem", she 
analyzes.
 
Geovania points out that several 
thoughts of death came to her 
mind. However, thanks to her 
mother's support, she discovered 
that there was still a way out of 
her life.
 
When Geovania was 18, her 

mother learned about Universal's 
work and began attending church 
meetings. Over time, Geovania 
began to notice some changes 
in her behavior. "My mother no 
longer drank. She had changed, 
and, with that, she started looking 
for me at meetings too."
 
She remembers that her mother 
began to insist that she attend 
church, but it was in vain. 
Geovania argued a lot with 
her, but in the face of so much 
insistence, she started attending 
church to please her mother.
 
Despite this, she did not decide 
to change her life quickly and 
went sporadically to Universal. 
However, two years ago, she 
decided to commit to God. 
From then on, she began to see 
a transformation in her life. "I 
decided to seek help. I put aside 
all prejudice. I understood that I 
had to change my life and make a 
commitment to God.
 
My life changed as soon as I started 
obeying His Word. Soon I could 
free myself from addictions and 
previously considered psychiatric 
problems, and I realized that 
everything was spiritual.
 

Today I am free, and I help 
other people."

Because of drug use and 
overuse of medication, 
she developed mental 
problems and ended 
up in a psychiatric 

hospital twice. 

I OVERCAME 
ADDICTION! Jonathan was born into 

an evangelical home. 
His mother, who is 

an assistant, took him to 
church. He says, however, 
that he moved away from 
the Presence of God as 
he grew up. "My parents 
divorced, and I looked 
for ways to fill my void. I 
couldn't understand why 
my family wasn't more 
complete," he says.

Although he still went 
to Universal with his 
mother, Jonathan says he 
transformed into someone 
else when he went to his 
father's house. At 14, 

he got familiarized with 
alcohol and started snorting 
cocaine. "When the drink 
no longer brought the 
effects I had hoped for, I 
wanted to try other drugs, 
such as marijuana, the 
perfume launcher, and the 
mixed (marijuana mixed 

with crack)."
Afterward, he started 
watching stadium football 
matches: "I went out into 
the streets to harm others. 
I was angry with rival fans. 
I wanted to kill people, all 
because of football."
 
In addition to addictions 
and financial problems, 
he had difficulties in his 
romantic relationships. 
He once started dating a 
woman, and before long, 
the two moved in together, 
got married, and had a 
daughter. "My ex-wife asked 
me to cut down on drug 
use. She knew about my 
addictions, but she didn't 
know the intensity and 
how much I used drugs. I 
wasted my money and hers 
too. I stopped using drugs 
for a few days, but it was 
even more excessive when I 
started using them again."
 
Because of the destructive 
lifestyle, Jonathan did not 
have stability at work and 
constantly changed jobs. 
"Everything I put in my 
hands went wrong and 
didn't prosper," he declares.
 
In addition to using drugs, 
he encouraged others to do 
the same: "I ruined many 
lives. I snorted cocaine 
for 16 years. I had a dirty 
name, and I couldn't pay 
my bills". He says the drugs 
led him to the beginning 
of an overdose. "I went to 
the hospital several times 
because it was terrible. I 

came very close to death."
After a conflict with his ex-
wife, Jonathan was kicked 
out of the house by her: 
"my first thought was to 
end up on drugs and drink. 
However, God spoke to 
my heart, and the Holy 
Spirit asked me to look 
for a church", he reveals. 
Jonathan remembered 
when he went to church 
with his mother when he 
watched the TV program of 
the Universal Church.
 
Jonathan participated in 
the deliverance services at 
the Universal Church. He 
got rid of addictions and 
everything that kept him 
away from God. "I was 
baptized in water and started 
to have a relationship with 
God. Receiving His Spirit 
was the greatest joy I have 
ever had in my entire life," 
he reports. He apologized 
to anyone he had offended, 
including his ex-wife and 
her family.
 
Today he is married to a 
woman of God, and his 
daughter lives with the 
couple. 

"Although God has fixed 
every detail of my life, 
there is nothing more 
valuable than knowing 
the destiny of my soul. I 
am extremely grateful to 
God for my Salvation," he 
concludes.

"I went to the hospital 
several times because 
it was terrible. I came 

very close to death."

i snorted i snorted 
cocaine for cocaine for 

16 years16 years

A document released by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) warned that around 275 

million people used drugs worldwide 
last year. At the same time, more 
than 36 million suffer from disorders 
associated with their consumption.

With drug use comes several problems 
like financial crises, family division, and 
health problems. Something that may 
seem harmless can later cause more 
significant harm to friends, family, 
and local communities/boroughs. It 
can be likened to a domino effect, 
leaving others to pick up the pieces. 
Have negative habits become a source 
of pain in your household? Do you long 
for your family members to get the 
help they need to break free from them 
finally?
 
The deliverance service on Fridays can 
assist you and your family member on 
the journey of overcoming negative 
habits. You will be on your way to telling 
a new story through practical teachings 
from the Word of God, listening to 
inspiring real-life stories, and receiving 
prayers for inner strength.

middle spreadcover story
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Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) warned that around 275 

million people used drugs worldwide 
last year. At the same time, more 
than 36 million suffer from disorders 
associated with their consumption.

With drug use comes several problems 
like financial crises, family division, and 
health problems. Something that may 
seem harmless can later cause more 
significant harm to friends, family, 
and local communities/boroughs. It 
can be likened to a domino effect, 
leaving others to pick up the pieces. 
Have negative habits become a source 
of pain in your household? Do you long 
for your family members to get the 
help they need to break free from them 
finally?
 
The deliverance service on Fridays can 
assist you and your family member on 
the journey of overcoming negative 
habits. You will be on your way to telling 
a new story through practical teachings 
from the Word of God, listening to 
inspiring real-life stories, and receiving 
prayers for inner strength.

cover storymiddle spread
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Ubb is sponsored by the universal church. When you get out, come and look for the universal church that sponsors the ubb!
Call us to find the nearest location to you: 1 (888) 332-4141 or visit us at: www.ulfn.org/locations!  We are here for you.

No matter what you’ve done, or what you’ve been through, you matter. 

... Remember you can send your letter to Bp. Joshua, he will personally read and reply. 
Send your letter to: 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074. 

Be sure to include: full name (first/last),inmate id # complete facility name, correct address, city/state, and zip code. 

Universal beyond bars (UBB)
Nationwide schedule

TEXAS

FLORIDA

CALIFORNIA

HAWAII

* If you do not see your unit 
on the UBB schedule yet, do 
not worry. There is still 
an opportunity for you to 
keep in touch with the UBB 
(Universal Beyond Bars) by 
sending your letter to Bishop 
Joshua at: 

7075 SOUTHWEST FWY. 
HOUSTON TX, 77074

You can be sure that Bishop 
Joshua will read and respond 
to your letter. He may also 
attach a Bible Study to it 
so that you can keep your 
mind focused on something 
positive, and stop thinking 
on the negative things. 

If you need anymore 
information about the 
different courses offered 
by the UBB, please get in 
contact with the Chaplain in 
your facility. 

CONTACT US UPON RELEASE: 
1 (888) 691-2291

It’s not normal 

How often have you 
found yourself  
returning to 

old habits, falling into 
unhealthy cycles, and 
chasing toxic relationships? 
You keep promising things 
will change and genuinely 
want better for yourself  
and your loved ones. 

Still, nothing seems to 
change in reality, and it’s 
not due to a lack of  desire! 

Here’s something to 
consider: perhaps the 
change you seek is not 
much of  a difference. 

Maybe there are so many 
things that have become 
‘normal’ that you are not 
trying to change them 
anymore without realizing 
it.

For example, you decide 

Such as stopping drugs, no 
more walking the streets, 
or getting into crime – and 
you succeed in staying away 
from such things. However, 

you see as ‘home’ is the 
ghetto where you grew up. 

You don’t ever see 
Yourself being able 
to live in that white 
picket fence area! or 
maYbe You struggle 
with thoughts of 
never getting a job 
when You get out 
of prison, but the 
idea of owning Your 
own business doesn’t 
even cross Your mind.

Your mind has taught you 
that it is normal to live in 
a poverty-stricken area 
where the risk of  falling 
back into old ways is high. 

Your mind has taught you 
that it is normal for you to 

seen as an outcast in society. 
Your mind has taught you 
that you will never have a 
loving family – you will be 
in and out of  relationships.

If  all of  this seems normal, 
how can you reach for 

Instead, you will make some 
changes here and there, but 
then the ‘normal’ problems 
will keep drawing you back 
into the same old cycle. 

It’s time to decide that 
certain things are not 
typical and that dramatic 
change is possible through 
faith. Only when you open 
your mindset, change 
your focus, and believe 
in the ‘abnormal’ will 
you experience true and 
permanent change.

Things will change!!

I’ll do better!

Maybe I’m not capable...
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Instead, you will make some 
changes here and there, but 
then the ‘normal’ problems 
will keep drawing you back 
into the same old cycle. 

It’s time to decide that 
certain things are not 
typical and that dramatic 
change is possible through 
faith. Only when you open 
your mindset, change 
your focus, and believe 
in the ‘abnormal’ will 
you experience true and 
permanent change.

Things will change!!

I’ll do better!

Maybe I’m not capable...

Universal beyond bars

You are not alone!

“Nobody Cares about me....” “I’m all alone...” “ Who will ever remember me...?” “It’s OK...”

Have these thoughts been running through your mind? You’re at point where it doesn’t matter anymore, and now you’re simply 
dealing with it. Do not deal with it alone! Write your letter to bp. Joshua, because he will personally read and reply to you. 

* Be sure to include: first/last name, your id number, the facility name, address, along with the city/state/zip code. 
* Send your letter to bp Joshua at: 7075 Southwest,  Freeway. Houston, TX 77074

When I was 20yrs old, I 
was introduced to the 
world of  crime. I came 

from a life of  separation. I had a 
son at a young age and had a hard 
time caring for him. For a long time, 
I used everything I gained I never 
would give to help with anything. 

I just kept it for myself. I came to 
know some people involved with 
drug transport. To transport the 
drugs, they would steal the trucks 
we used to transport them. I started 
transporting drugs and made a lot 
of  money doing this. At this point, I 
was transporting cocaine and started 
using cocaine myself. At this point, I 
had lost all focus on life, and I was 
not that father preoccupied with 
taking care of  my son. Now I was 
worried about myself.

Every day I was consumed with 
the desire to gain more. Everything 
was about drugs, partying, and 

transporting drugs, and now I also 
participated in assaults. On Dec 
23rd, 2007, at 8 PM, I was sleeping, 
and by 5 AM the following day, I was 
robbing the bank because my mind 
was so focused on money. 

Just on my part, I had gotten $30,000. 

I would commit several assaults 
throughout the week. I had more 
money than I could imagine, had 
cars, a house, and more than two cell 
phones. Every day I could eat at the 

alcoholic beverages I wanted. I took 
the drugs I had I would bring to the 
farmhouse I stayed at and would 
hide them there.

I would use so much cocaine, eat, 
and go to parties and nightclubs, 

looked like I was “happy,” but this 
was only on the outside. I ended up 
meeting someone and liking her, and 
after some time, we got married in 
2009. 

My life never changed because I did 
not choose for it to change. Not 
long after I married, I committed a 
terrible assault which landed me in 
prison for three years. 

I became abandoned, I went into a 
deep depression, and I could only 
sleep using drugs. One day my wife 
sent me one of  the books from 
the UBB. Although receiving this 
support from my wife, I decided to 
continue using drugs, and that was 

of  cocaine while I was in prison. 

I intended to fall asleep and never 
wake up again…

I thought, “If  I cannot die, what will 
I do with this life?” I remembered 
the book I had received and the 
testimonies, which reminded me that 
my life could change. I realized my 
emptiness was within, and I decided 
to speak to God that day. 

that I want to place my life in Your 
hands, and if  You are genuine, please 
do something for me, or you change 
my life because I can’t take it, or You 
kill me. But it was something that 
I learned how to pray, I presented 
to Him what I wanted to do in my 
life, and I felt a great joy that was 
extraordinary.

and that day I turned off  the TV and 
said to the other inmates, “Today, I 
place my life in God’s hands.” After 
that day, I was no longer considered 
a criminal anymore. Now I have 
been called by my name since then, 
and I no longer use or have the 
desire for drugs. 

My life now is completely 

transformed. I stayed in prison for 

seeking God in faith, praying, and 
even sharing my testimony with 
other inmates. 

After eight years, I received my 

to was the Universal Church. I have 
peace now, joy, and my battles and 

my faith because I have the certainty 
that God is within me and I will 
overcome. My entire family is now 
on the altar and serving God, my 
son whom I had abandoned in my 
past. Now we are reunited and in the 
same faith.

Addictions cost me my freedom

Johnathan and his son. 
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 4046 WHITE PLAINS RD.,  BRONX, NY 10466
BUFFALO • 1049 BROADWAY AVE., BUFFALO, NY 14212
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave  Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |


